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………………………………              ……………………………………. 

A few words from Sharon – NQPA President 

AAGGMM  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT’’SS  RREEPPOORRTT  22001177  
The end of 2016 came around fast with our Christmas Sale and the annual clean-
up of studio, and the Christmas breakup lunch held at Victoria Park Hotel.  
Many thanks to those who attended and pitched in to help. 
 
The start of the year was a bit slow getting started as is usual in the tropics.  
Edward was holding his classes, while I remained in the cool of the Yarra Valley 
Mountain region escaping the heat.  
 
March saw us get into the swing.  Looking at our financial situation, we needed 
to have price increases if we were to remain viable, having incurred major 
expenses with needing to upgrade our studio roof, and plumbing costs for the 
ladies’ toilet and drain which was badly blocked by tree roots.  The plumber 
advised that accumulation of leaves on the roof was compounding the problem of 
rust and needed to be removed and regular maintenance be ongoing.  Thanks to 
all members involved in removing old leaves, and Catherine & Warren for their 
work in the front garden.  
 
It was decided to increase clay prices (there had been two increases which were 
not handed on) and repeated increases in electricity.  The studio ½ day hire was 
raised by $1 to $6 and an increase of $10 for firing of electric kilns.  These 
increases came into effect from 1st April  2017 so will not impact financials until 
the following financial year. 
 
Long Serving Member and our historian Hilary O’Leary informed us that she 
needed to resign from her position as she would be moving house during the 
year.  Hilary, Jean Campbell and Bev Boulton started NQPA in 1972 and Hilary 
has kept a wonderful history all this time. Bound copies are available in the 
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library.  A “Thank You Lunch” for Hilary was held on Friday 17 March at The Crown Hotel and a gift of beautiful 
flowers with a signed card were presented.  Many thanks to Wendy for organizing lunch, flowers and card. 
 
Donations of books have been received from Jill and Hillary, John Boyle, Margaret Vine and Roy Hielscher’s son.  This 
has expanded our library and a thank you to Catherine our librarian in sorting and covering books.  Thank you to all 
who have donated. 
 
VALE - It was with sadness that we farewelled Wendy Allen, a former member who died after a long illness - 12th July 
1946 – 23 December 2016.  
 
We had our first break-in for many years.  Police advised a change of locks and to restrict the number of keys issued.  It 
was decided to only issue new entry keys (8) to sitting committee members.  
 
The Council advised that the 2018 biennial North Queensland Ceramic Awards are going ahead and will be exhibited at 
Pinnacles Gallery from 27 July to 16 September 2018. Greg Daly is the confirmed judge and he will be running a 
workshop on Sat 28 July and Sun 29 July 2018 at NQPA.  
 
Sunday 7th May 10am -3pm MOTHERS’S DAY MORNING TEA & OPEN STUDIO: 
The theme was encouraging people to “come and have a go” at using clay.  Thanks to free advertising by the Bulletin, it 
was our most successful outreach to date.  Members were involved in demonstrating and selling their work on display.  
We had record numbers attending and sales, and as a result we offered an “Introduction to Pottery” class for one month 
to those interested in attending classes, which eventuated in adding nine new members into the Association. 
 
In June we were asked to apply for a pop-up shop in conjunction with Umbrella Studio Pop-Up Shop in Northtown, 
running from 28th July to 6th August 2017.  Louise offered to be the go to person and organize if participating.  What a 
success the pop-up shop was with a flow on XMAS pop up shop currently running. A big thank you to Louise and 
volunteer sellers who manned the gallery. 
 
New Computerised Accounting System:  Following advice to convert all our accounting to a computerised accounting 
system, and extensive research by Wendy and her brother who is a computer expert, it was decided to adopt a Free 
Download Accounting Software program called “Manager”. We are very excited at the prospect of obtaining more 
information available under this system.  A big thank you to Wendy and her brother for the research and installation of 
the new system and teaching us how to use it.  As a token of our appreciation the NQPA bought Wendy a small gift of a 
pot from Jenny Mulgahy’s show at the Perc Tucker Gallery. 
 
Thank you to all who have displayed in the show case and gallery.  A big thanks to Catherine and Margaret for 
organizing.  A big thank you to all members who turn up to clean and help support our association, plus the spouses 
behind the scenes who do so much; Warren Ogden (Catherine’s husband), Rob Jack (my husband), and Liz Tillack (Jeff’s 
wife).  It is impossible to function as an Association without the hard-working efforts of our serving committee.  Thanks 
Jodi for the wonderful job of producing our newsletter each month, and Edward for his continued work of overseeing 
building maintenance, fixing wheels and kilns as Keeper of the Kilns.  Thanks to Louise for keeping the clay accountable 
as the “Clay Lady”, Catherine as Librarian, Margaret as minutes Secretary, Jeff our Treasurer and Wendy as Secretary. 
If I have failed to mention anyone, please consider yourself thanked.  Now all positions will become vacant and I 
welcome in a new Committee. 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

AGM NQPA Treasurer’s Report 2017 
I am presenting you with the 2017 Auditors report which covers statements of income and expenditure and 

profit and loss statements. 

The Income Report states a loss of 7.8%.  Down from last year were class commissions, sales and firings, and the 

donation of equipment and chemicals the previous year.    

Memberships and studio hire were up.  There was an increase in expenditure of 55% due to a rise in clay costs, 

electricity and gas, repairs to equipment, replacement of fire extinguisher and repairs to the roof. 

At the end of the year we are still financial with assets that we can call on if needed.  
Jeff Tillack – NQPA Treasurer 
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MINUTES OF NQPA INC COMMITTEE MEETING held 8th NOVEMBER 2017 

Meeting opened at 3pm. 
Please note: All members are welcome to attend. 
Present: Sharon Jewell, Wendy Bainbridge, Jeff Tillack, Louise Watson, Catherine Ogden, Edward O'Brien and Margaret 
Crawford. 
Apologies: Bridget Smallwood 
Sharon Jewell moved that the minutes of the previous meeting be taken as read, seconded Jeff Tillack. Carried. 
 
Correspondence: 
Inwards: Elgas - srv charge $34.54, NRG Pty Ltd repairs $151.35, Telstra $105.69 (Oct) & $118.29 (Nov), Book Depository 
- Lustres Greg Daly $13.73, NR Gas $75 cylinder fee x3, Fire,Security & Marine Svc Fee $110. 
Journals: Ceramic Monthly - Nov 2017 
New Member: Elizabeth Tranter. 
Wendy moved that the correspondence inwards & outwards be accepted, seconded Louise Watson. Carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Accounts as at 31st October 2017 - 
Business Everyday a/c Balance $7067.83. 
Business Saver a/c - interest $12.54, Balance $8960.65 
Card a/c Balance $296.66. 
Treasurer moved that the balances be accepted as is and the accounts be passed for payment, seconded Wendy 
Bainbridge. Carried. 
 
Studio/Classes/Kiln Report - Sharon reminded the committee that only accredited members should fire kilns. 
 
Clay Report - Louise to place final order for the year of one tonne of clay this week. 
 
Library - Stephen Murfitt "The Glaze Book" has been found and returned. Greg Daly's "Lustres" has now been 
purchased. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
Xmas PUNQ Pop-Up Shop - Opened Sunday 5th November. Sales going well to date. 
Clean-Up 1st December 9.30am - Reminder to members to remove all pots and clay etc prior to clean-up or if left must 
be labelled with name. Wet storage cupboard to be cleaned and emptied. 
 
President thanked the current committee for their work prior to the commencement of the AGM. 
NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD Wednesday 6th December 2017 at 3pm . Meeting closed at 4.10pm. Please send any agenda 
items to nqpotters@gmail.com prior to meeting. 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

North Queensland Potters Association Inc 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  held 4.10pm Wednesday 8th November 2017 

Present: Wendy Bainbridge, Jeff Tillack, Edward O'Brien, Elizabeth Tillack, Sharon Jewell, Catherine Ogden, Louise 
Watson, Rosemary Schmid, Sharon Cunial, Margaret Crawford and Jodi Pattinson. 
Apologies: Fiona Banner, Warren Ogden and Bridget Smallwood. 
President moved that the previous AGM Minutes dated 16th November 2016 be taken as read, seconded by Sharon 
Jewell. 
 
Reports: 
President’s Report read and moved by Sharon Jewell, seconded by Catherine Ogden. Carried. 
Treasurer's and Auditor’s Report read and moved by Jeff Tillack, seconded by Wendy Bainbridge. Carried. 
President declared all positions vacant. 
Elizabeth Tillack chaired the meeting and called for nominations. 
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The 2017/2018 positions were filled as follows: 
President: Sharon Jewell nominated by Wendy Bainbridge, seconded Catherine Ogden – Carried. 
Vice President: vacant. 
Treasurer: Margaret Crawford nominated by Sharon Jewell, seconded Wendy Bainbridge – Carried. 
Asst Treasurer: Jeff Tillack nominated by Catherine Ogden, seconded Sharon Jewell – Carried. 
Secretary: Wendy Bainbridge nominated by Sharon Jewell, seconded by Edward O'Brien – Carried. 
Minutes Sec: Rosemary Schmid nominated by Wendy Bainbridge, seconded Jeff Tillack – Carried. 
Librarian: Catherine Ogden nominated by Wendy Bainbridge, seconded Jeff Tillack – Carried. 
Newsletter: Jodi Pattinson nominated by Edward O'Brien, seconded Wendy Bainbridge – Carried. 
Clay Supplies: Louise Watson nominated by Sharon Jewell, seconded Catherine Ogden – Carried. 
Perm Collection: Sharon Cunial nominated by Sharon Jewell, seconded Louise Watson – Carried. 
Kiln Keeper: Edward O'Brien nominated by Margaret Crawford, seconded Jodi Pattinson – Carried. 
Historian: vacant. 
Grants: Sharon Cunial nominated by Louise Watson, seconded Catherine Ogden – Carried. 
The outgoing committee was thanked and the incoming committee was welcomed. 
 
General Business: 
Auditor for 2018: Michael Long moved by Margaret Crawford, seconded Wendy Bainbridge – Carried. 
Signatories on all bank accounts: are Wendy Bainbridge, Sharon Jewell, Jeffrey Tillack, Catherine Ogden and Margaret 
Crawford. 
Meeting closed at 5.10pm. 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

STUDIO CLEAN OUT DAY  
has been scheduled for  
Friday 1st December 2017, 
starting at 9.30am. 

This is a morning where we clean all 
and any excess clutter within the 

studio in readiness for the coming 
holiday and wet season period. 
All buckets of clay in the storage room should be named and dated if you are 

intending to work over the holiday period, otherwise best to take home for security as 
we do not have the constant attendance of members and classes during this period.  
Any work left on shelves and in the drying cupboard must be reclaimed and removed.  At the very 

least, have your name and date under the pot left or it will be 
reconstituted. 
It is not the responsibility of the committee to chase up the 

owners of any work left over the holiday period.  It is the 
responsibility of individual members to keep track of their own 
work. 

The studio cleanup is something we do each year, and we invite 
all members to attend, especially those who use the studio, to 
contribute to a clean studio. 

It is actually a fun time, where we get together and have our 
yearly breakup afterwards. Lunch will be provided, so please mark 

the date, and come along. 
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2018 biennial North Queensland Ceramic Awards 
The 2018 biennial North Queensland Ceramic Awards are going ahead and will be exhibited at 
Pinnacles Gallery 27 July to 16 September 2018.  The first ad will be in the next issue of 
JAC.   
Once again the major TCC acquisitive award will be $10,000 with 4 other smaller awards.  
Entries will close Friday 30 March 2018 - so a heads up to start working on an entry now. 
 
Greg Daly is the confirmed judge and he will be running a workshop on Sat 28 July and 
Sun 29 July 2018 at NQPA.  We’re interested in any ideas you may have of topics you 
might like him to cover – let us know please. 
A couple of ideas at the moment are 1 day glaze on glaze, application, brushwork and 1 
day on lustre and techniques. 
………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

Please note when you use Flowers St and pay hire fees or buy clay it is necessary to have 

the correct change as we do not always have much available. This is especially for people 
who use the studio out of hours… 
………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

NQPA Tuesday Social Pottery Group 
The Tuesday group, with Nic and friends, welcomes all to share.  
This is an informal group which meets from 10am to 1pm every 
Tuesday at the NQPA studio.  There is only the $6 charge for 

members to use the premises and we all help each other. No tutors, but everyone helps 
everyone and it is just a time to come along and enjoy yourself.   

………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

PLEASE NOTE THE STUDIO IS CLOSED IN THE EVENT OF CYCLONE OR STORM WARNING 

WHEN PUBLIC BUILDINGS ARE CLOSED. NO STUDIO ACCESS OR KILN FIRING DURING 
SUCH EVENTS. 
………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 
 

                   Everyone please sign in the DIARY 

           when you are in the NQPA studio! 

This is essential for both NQPA insurance and your insurance coverage.  Please 
sign your name in the diary to indicate that you are on the premises; it is 
extremely important for Workplace Health & Safety in the case of a fire to have 
a record of attendance.  Thank-you for your cooperation! 
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PPOOTTTTEERRYY  LLEESSSSOONNSS  wwiitthh  EEDDWWAARRDD!!  
Come and learn and have FUN 

with clay! 

Lesson Times: Wednesday: 6 - 9 pm 

   Saturday: 2 - 5 pm 

Cost:    $25 per class (3 hours!) + materials / firings 

Where:    Nth Qld Potters Assoc. Studio  

15 Flowers Street, Railway Estate 

**Contact Edward on 0407 628 307 or edwardobrien66@gmail.com 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

Quick Guide to Pottery Classes: 
Edward O’Brien:  0407 628 307 Wed 6-9pm, & Sat 2-5pm 
       edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
 www.edwardobrienpottery.weebly.com 
 www.facebook.com/EdwardOBrienPottery                                                                     
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