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ABN:  73 105 384 899 

NN  ee  ww  ss  ll  ee  tt  tt  ee  rr    
         October / November 2016         

Mailing address:       PO Box 5033 Townsville Qld 4810  
Studio/Workshop:  15 Flowers Street Railway Estate Ph: (07) 4772  3458 
Web  address: http://nqpotters.com 

Email:  nqpotters@gmail.com   
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NorthQueenslandPottersAssocsince1972/ 

………………………………              ………………………. 

A few words from Sharon – NQPA Vice-President 

Our president Wendy is at present on an overseas trip to Japan with 

fellow NQPA member Elizabeth Tillack, and due back any day.  We wish 

them a fabulous and safe trip, and we’re looking forward to a Morning Tea 

& Talk about their experiences when they arrive home.  We will advise on 

the date.  

A few key notices bought up at the committee meeting that need to be 

addressed: 

 BREAK IN AT FLOWERS STREET STUDIO: 
Unfortunately we have had a break-in at the Studio on Tuesday night 
18/10/2016.  It would seem access was gained through the back 
courtyard gates, as the lock was missing and doors left open.  However 

the Police are not convinced this was the entry point, due to good security 
of these doors.  Fortunately little was taken, just our cash tin with a small 
amount of cash and a hand held power drill was missing.  We have been 

advised to take further security measures which are as following:- 
 Accounting for all issued KEYS to open the premises; 
 Having a point of time recorded in the diary, where the 

premises are checked as locked and noted as secure.  What 
this means for each individual member is that if you are a 

key holder or using the combination key at the front of the building, when you leave and 

lock up the studio, please check that all doors and locks are fastened and secure.  All roller 
doors need to be tested as locked as well, and lights & fans switched off.  This is to be 
recorded in the diary with time leaving and what you have checked. 
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(**Additional note from Wendy – NQPA President :Due to the recent break-in we will be changing the 
locks to the side door on Friday 4th – if you still have a key then throw it away.  You will not have access 
unless you contact me for the door code.  We will also be changing the door code this Friday and I’ll give 
those of you who use the code the new one on Friday. 
p.s.  I had a great trip to Japan – went to lots of different potting villages around Kyushu, southern Japan, and 
others on the way back to Kyoto.  Was brilliant with each village specialising in different wares – the kilns were 
amazing!**) 
 

 The dreaded studio cleaning:  

After each separate member or group of members have used the studio, benches, 
wheels, wedging table and floor are to be wiped down clean after use.  We have had a 
report of spilt liquid clay on the floor in the throwing (wheel) section, which was not 

mopped up, and a brick being continually bought inside from outside and left in the 
wheel section.  This is a Health & Safety concern, as an accident could occur by 
someone slipping on the wet clay, or tripping and falling over the brick that should not 
have been left on the floor.   

This is your responsibility.  If bringing anything into the studio from outside, please return to the courtyard 
or outside when you’ve finished using it.  DO NOT LEAVE IT FOR SOMEONE ELSE TO CLEAN AND PICK UP 
AFTER YOU. 

 

 CHRISTMAS FAIR AT FLOWERS STREET – SUNDAY 4TH DECEMBER 2016 

BETWEEN 10AM – 2.OOPM 
As previously mentioned in past newsletters we are holding our Christmas Fair at the Flowers 
Street Studio.  We will need members volunteering their help with the Fair either as Stall 

Holders or Helpers and Greeters in the Studio.  The Studio Gallery will be manned and available to sell 
members pots at the usual 20% commission.  Please consider supplying pots for the Gallery if you do not have 
enough work to fill a table.  Independent Stall Holders will need to supply their own tables and cash float, and 

the commission will be 10% of sales.  Should any stall holders require the use of the Eftpos machine for sales, 
then 20% commission will be charged on that sale.  As this is our only social and selling function this year, all 
members and students are most welcome to participate, so please make an effort be a part of your 

Association.  Please contact Sharon Jewell on 0412 831 883 or Wendy Bainbridge on 4771 5044 or 0434 445 
101 to advise of your willingness to help or to have a stall. 
 

 Just a reminder to members that all executive positions become vacant at our 

AGM on Wednesday 16 November.   Please consider taking on any one of 

these positions for the next year and come along to the AGM at 4.30pm. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 MINUTES OF NQPA INC COMMITTEE MEETING held 19th OCTOBER 2016 

Meeting opened at 4.05pm 

Present:  Sharon Jewell, Jeff Tillack, Edward O'Brien, and Margaret Crawford. 

Apologies:  Catherine Ogden and Wendy Bainbridge. 

Margaret Crawford moved that the minutes of the previous meeting be taken as read, seconded Edward O'Brien. 

 

Correspondence: 

Inwards:  Telstra advice double our data to 200gb per mth, Ceramic Mthly renewal 2017, Telstra $100.89, Protest email 

to Councillors re Shane sacking, Fire & Security changeover details from 1st Oct, Electricity $577.05, PTRG flyers - Salt 

series, Graduate exhib. 

Emails - Catherine Livingston re:  ceramic tubing. 

Journals: Ceramic Monthly - Oct 2016. 
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Sharon moved that the correspondence inwards & outwards be accepted, seconded  Edward O'Brien.   Carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

B/F $11,141.07 less withdrawals $5070.50 add deposits $2205.95 Bal as at 30th September $8276.52.    

Treasurer moved that the balance be accepted as is and the accounts be passed for payment, seconded Edward O'Brien. 

Carried. 

 

Studio/Classes Report - Edward pointed out that members need to be reminded again of cleaning the studio after use, 

particularly around the wheels and on the floor.  If using a brick from outside for feet, it needs to be returned outside 

after use as it is a safety issue around the wheels. 

 

Clay Report - clay order has arrived.  Louise took delivery Fri 7th Oct - no invoice as yet from Clayshed either by post or 

email. 

 

Library - no report. 

 

Facebook - Thank you to Sharon for the articles posted. 

 

Membership - Jenny Bowmer (renewal). 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Pest Control - Still waiting on quote from Tactic Pest Control after an inspection last Wednesday. Quote only for the 

spraying of termites which were found in the clay shed (main problem area), chemical shed and on a plant stake outside.  

The go ahead be given once quote is forthcoming. 

 

Christmas Fair - Sharon suggested perhaps just the one day being the Sunday 4th Dec. Need to get confirmation from 

members who wants to be involved.  Sharon the contact person.  Suggested 10% commission apply.  Advertising over 

the ABC radio and Community Notices. 

 

AGM - notice to go in newsletter 16th Nov at 4.30.  Committee meeting prior at 4pm. 

 

Front Light - currently not working.  Sharon to contact Locke (electrical contractor) to fix. 

 

Workshop Bookings - Bookings for workshop in the studio.  Incident arose where client plus children arrived and no 

tutor (Fiona) for the workshop which had been noted in the diary.  Suggested an entry by the tutor that they have 

confirmation from the client or not. 

 

Repair to a Section of the Roof - Work commenced on the roof today with flashing being fastened tomorrow.   Edward 

pointed out other problems with the rest of the roof and that this also needs replacing.  To be discussed next meeting. 

 

Break In - Edward arrived at the studio today (Wednesday 19th) at 6am to discover a break-in.  Lock missing from 

internal backgate leading to the back courtyard.  Sharon notified police (Wayne) and dusting for prints occurred at 

10am.  Taken was cash tin and monies (approx $20), internal lock and Ryobi drill (value approx $40).  After discussion it 

was decided to get members (last person to leave who is locking up) to make a notation in the diary that the studio is 

secure.  This means the checking of doors/gates with locks on, lights and fans off.  Notice on the back of the front door 

reminder sign "Have you checked the lights, fans and locks". 
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NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD Wednesday 16th November at 4pm followed by AGM at 4.30pm.        

Meeting closed at 5.25pm 

Please send any agenda items to nqpotters@gmail.com prior to meeting.  

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NQPA Tuesday 

Social Pottery 

Group pots are 

currently in the 

display case at the 

studio. 
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Following the success of the Artist Print and Book Sale in February this year 

Perc Tucker Regional Gallery is planning on hosting a Christmas Art Market. 
We would like to invite you to hold a stall at the event on Sunday 11 December 

from 10am to 2pm.  

  

The Market will be held inside the Gallery and we will provide each stall holder 

with one folding table and two chairs. There is no 

cost to hold a stall but the Gallery will take its 

standard 30% commission on all sales.  

If you are interested in holding a stall at the market, please provide 

a brief description of your intended stall. We will be in touch with 

further details as we get closer to the event.   

Kind regards,  

Louise Cummins - Education and Programs Coordinator, Gallery Services,  

Community Services, Community & Environment  
P 07 4727 9679 
F 07 4772 3656  
E louise.cummins@townsville.qld.gov.au  
W www.townsville.qld.gov.au 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

MELTING POT 2016 - Cairns 
 
The entry form is now available both in hard copy and from our website. Entries close 25 

November 2016.  www. Cairnspottersclub.net 

 

We hope that you are all busy making great ceramic artworks for the exhibition, so we can 

show people from Cairns and visitors from other parts of Australia and overseas the exciting 

ceramic works produced here in FNQ.  

Ellen Terrell will be judging the MELTING POT 2016 exhibition.  

 

Ellen will also be conducting workshops:-  

Saturday 17 Dec, 2016 - One day non participation workshop from 10am-4pm – Ellen will: 

 bring a variety of finished pieces demonstrating carving, combined with use of slips and relief work , ie 

some bowl shapes, a platter, carved trinket box, carved candle-holder, etc.  (I don't have many photos 

of work other than lustre, but can bring actual items for them to handle & think about); 

 bring clay & slips and demonstrate how those shapes were thrown; 

 bring the same shapes pre-made, leather hard, and demonstrate what techniques were used to arrive at 

the finished piece; 

 also demonstrate throwing any particular shapes that may interest participants in response to requests 

from them - ie troubleshooting with their problems, maybe bottles, double-walled, one-piece domed 

shapes, off-the-hump, etc; 

 discuss different design aspects which need to be considered when planning to carve pieces, ie positive 

areas, negative areas, support for carved areas within the design, etc;  

 take paper & pencils for people to sketch ideas in preparation for making their own work the next day; 

 discuss use of glazes other than clear, over different slips. 

mailto:louise.cummins@townsville.qld.gov.au
http://www.townsville.qld.gov.au/
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Sunday 18 Dec, 2016 - One day participation workshop from 10am-4pm  

Ellen will bring a variety of pre-made, leather hard shapes (some thrown, some simple 

slab shapes) for people to work on using the design principles and decorating 

techniques discussed the day before, and: 

 enough carving and sgraffito tools for the group; 

 two different slips; 

 notes including slip and glaze recipes.  

So keep that weekend free for a very exciting workshop 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Electric Tetlow Kiln 
3 phase, 

12 cu ft. 
With shelves 

and 

furniture, 

and an 8 stage automatic digital 

“HARCO” programmer which gives you a 

choice to fire glaze down slowly [most 

electric kilns cool down too fast]. 

Height outside 1680 cm, inside h 960 x w 

625 x d 665.  Includes furniture and 

shelves.  Good condition. $1,800  
 

contact Fay on 0418 729 525 or email: fay.withers@outlook.com 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

NQPA Tuesday Social Pottery Group 
The Tuesday group, with Nic and friends, welcomes all to share.  
This is an informal group which meets from 10am to 1pm every 
Tuesday at the NQPA studio.  There is only the $5 charge for 

members to use the premises and we all help each other. No tutors, but everyone helps 
everyone and it is just a time to come along and enjoy yourself.   

………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

Please note when you use Flowers St and pay hire fees or buy clay it is necessary to have 

the correct change as we do not always have much available. This is especially for people 
who use the studio out of hours… 
………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 
PLEASE NOTE THE STUDIO IS CLOSED IN THE EVENT OF CYCLONE OR STORM WARNING 
WHEN PUBLIC BUILDINGS ARE CLOSED. NO STUDIO ACCESS OR KILN FIRING DURING 

SUCH EVENTS. 
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                   Everyone please sign in the DIARY 

           when you are in the NQPA studio! 

This is essential for both NQPA insurance and your insurance coverage.  Please 
sign your name in the diary to indicate that you are on the premises; it is 
extremely important for Workplace Health & Safety in the case of a fire to have 
a record of attendance.  Thank-you for your cooperation! 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 POTTERY CLASSES with Sharon O’Donnell 
When:  Tuesday evenings  

Where:  North Qld Potters Assoc. Studio  

15 Flowers Street Railway Estate. 

Price: to be confirmed 

For more information contact Sharon  

on 0413 927 845 or sharonodonnell21@gmail.com 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

PPOOTTTTEERRYY  LLEESSSSOONNSS  wwiitthh  EEDDWWAARRDD!!  
Come and learn and have FUN 

with clay! 

Lesson Times: Wednesday: 6 - 9 pm 

   Saturday: 2 - 5 pm 

Cost:    $25 per class (3 hours!) + materials / firings 

Where:    Nth Qld Potters Assoc. Studio  

15 Flowers Street, Railway Estate 

**Contact Edward on 0407 628 307 or edwardobrien66@gmail.com 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

Quick Guide to Pottery Classes: 

Edward O’Brien:  0407 628 307 Wed 6-9pm, & Sat 2-5pm 
       edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
 www.edwardobrienpottery.weebly.com 
 www.facebook.com/EdwardOBrienPottery 
        
Sharon O’Donnell: 0413 927 845 Tues evenings  

     sharonodonnell21@gmail.com                   
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