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ABN:  73 105 384 899 

        Patron: Jenny Lane 

NN  ee  ww  ss  ll  ee  tt  tt  ee  rr    
   March 2015  
 

Mailing address:       PO Box 5033 Townsville Qld 4810  
Studio/Workshop:  15 Flowers Street Railway Estate Ph: (07) 4772 3458 
Web  address:           http://nqpotters.com 

Email:                       nqpotters@gmail.com   
………………………………              ……………………………………. 

A few words from Wendy – NQPA President 
I recently came across a short piece in our History describing how our 

ceramic collection came into being.  We’ve reprinted it in this newsletter.  

Hope you enjoy it. 

  

 ………………………………………………………………. 

 

With Catherine now as our new Librarian we will convert back to returning 

books and journals into the blue box in the library rather than returning 

them to the shelves. 

 

Some have been returned to the shelves without cards.  A reminder:  just as 

you fill in the cards when you borrow the books/journals – on return 

please find the card, cross off your name and place the card back in the 

book/journal.  Then place it in the box.  You are responsible for the loans 

until you cross your name off the cards and put them back into the 

books/journals before placing items in the blue box.  A simple system that 

should work! 

……………………………………..………………………………………………. 

MINUTES OF NQPA INC COMMITTEE MEETING held Wednesday 18th 

MARCH 2015 

Meeting opened at 4.05pm 

Present:  Wendy Bainbridge, Jeff Tillack, Dick Pine, Edward O'Brien, Stella 

Thompson-Wheway, Nick Dimitriou, Catherine Ogden and Margaret Crawford. 

Apologies: Fiona Banner, Rochelle Cardinal 

President  
Wendy Bainbridge  

Ph: 4771 5044  
wendybainbridge@optusnet.com.au 

 
Vice President  
Fiona Banner 
Ph: 0409 096 720 

flipastretch@bigpond.com 
 
Secretary  
Rochelle Cardinal 

Mob: 0438 523 584 
rochelle_cardinal1982@hotmail.com 

 

Assistant Secretary  
Margaret Crawford 
mjcrawford@marg-art.net 

 
Treasurer  
Jeff Tillack  

Ph: 4724 3827  
Mob: 0417 615 815 
etillack@aapt.net.au  

 
Assistant Treasurer  
Catherine Ogden 
Ph: 4789 1821 
wcogden@bigpond.com  

 

Newsletter  
Jodi Pattinson 
Mob: 0428 150 151 
jodiannepattinson@gmail.com 

 
Librarian  
Catherine Ogden 

Ph: 4789 1821 
wcogden@bigpond.com  

 
Clay Orders  
Dick Pine 
Ph:  4773 4417 

Mob: 0432 956 345 
dspine1@bigpond.com 

 

Keeper of the Kilns  
Position Vacant 
 
Seminars/Workshops 

Position Vacant  
 
Historian  
Hilary O’Leary  

Ph: 4788 8892 
hjcol@live.com.au 

 

Permanent 
collection/Conservator 
Irene Rae   
Ph: 4723 5016 
irene.rae@bigpond.com  

 

 

 

 

 NQ Potters’ Association Inc.  
                     Newsletter; July 2011  
 
Mailing address PO Box 5033 Townsville Qld 4810 nqldpotters@yahoo.com.au  
Studio/Workshop 15 Flowers Street Railway Estate Ph: (07)4772 3458 
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President moved that the minutes of the previous meetings be taken as read, seconded Dick Pine. 

 

Correspondence: 

Inwards: Sensis, ptrg invites, Suncorp merchant statement, eftpos rolls, Telstra a/c $79.99, Annual Land Valuation. 

Newsletters: Cairns Potters, Adelaide and Mt Isa 

Journals: Ceramic Monthly - March 2015, Ceramic Art & Perception Vol 24/4 98 2014, Ceramic Review 272 Mar/Apr 

2015. 

Wendy  moved that the correspondence inwards & outwards be accepted, seconded  by Catherine Ogden. 

 

Welcome new Members: Rodney Morgan, Christopher Goatley, Colleen & David Fowden, Renet Harris. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  

B/f $10687.14 less w/drawals $4033.68 plus deposits $2130.45, balance as at 28th February 2015 is $8783.91. 

Business Saver b/f $9404.10 plus interest $17.98 is $9422.08 

o/s chq $287.80 NR Gas. 

Treasurer moved that the balance be accepted as is and the accounts be passed for 

payment, seconded Catherine Ogden. 

 

Studio Report – 

Edward – nil to report  

Stella – wants to run an extra class Thurs 6-8pm (2 hrs) for 4 weeks in April (special class for those with disabilities). 

Nick - wants  to run classes on a Tue night 6-9pm, Wed morn, Sat morning 9-noon. After discussion it was established 

that Tues night would be ok, Wed morn posed a problem with two other classes being run, Sat morn could possibly be 

ok.  Nick to check if other days or nights may be suitable with his existing students. 

 

Kiln Report – Timer now fixed.  However problems need to be addressed that causeD the failure in the first place.  The 

timer is not to be turned past the 24 hr mark and it needs to be allowed to wind down itself and not be turned off. 

Clay Report - all ok.  Out of cone 05.  Edward checking to see if he has any spares otherwise will be ordered when the 

next clay order goes in. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

Overdue Library Books: Catherine and Wendy had notified members of late books still outstanding.  A list of missing 

books to go in the newsletter to ask members to check. 

 

NBN: Awaiting installation of NBN and waiting on Telstra to reconnect internet so eftpos will work. 

 

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD 15th APRIL 2015 AT 4PM 

Please send any agenda items to nqpotters@gmail.com prior to meeting. 

Meeting closed at 5.10pm. 
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NQPA LIBRARY BORROWING PROCEDURE 

ITEMS PERMITTED: 3 BOOKS 3 JOURNALS - 3 WEEKS AT A 

TIME 

Members please fill in the card at the back of the book or journal and place 

the card in the appropriate metal box on the table.  Books should be filed 

under the name of the author and journals filed behind the name of the 

journal. 

On return please find your card, cross out your name, place the card back in 

the book/journal and place in the return box. 

*The 4 sections of the library are: 

Reference    books are only available for use in the studio 

Books   are available to members for borrowing for 3 weeks 

Journals    and periodicals are housed and are available for 

borrowing for 3 weeks 

Audio-visual    a number of CD’s are available for loan for 3 weeks 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The Ceramic Collection from NQPA History Supplement 1972-1993 
 
The NQPA’s pottery collection began in 1973 with the purchase of a memorial pot.  The collection has since grown to 
over 90 pots.  These are made up of exhibition pots and reference pots which are examples from seminars held at 
the NQPA by leading Australian potters.   Some pots were obtained as acquisitive prizes at the Pacific Festival and 
Caltex North Queensland Ceramic Awards.  Others were purchased from these exhibitions and from shows at the 
Potters Gallery.  Some have been donated by the potters who made them or by other interested people.  The 
collection represents the work of some of Australia’s best potters of the period. 
 
The initial purchase for the exhibition collection was a Phillip McConnell jug from the Martin Gallery, which was 
acquired for the NQPA by Jean Campbell and Jess Suthers.  They felt that this could be the beginning of a collection 
of works by well known potters that the Association might come to collect.  They purchased the pot as a memorial 
to Marjory Davis who had been a patron of the arts in Townsville and was the mother of Townsville’s first 
professional potter, Nola Davis.  Two more memorial purchases have been made since then. Pots by Anthony 
Conway and Rod Pedlar have been acquired in memory of Gloria Archer, a member for many years who was serving 
on the committee when she died.  We have since 
acquired in Gloria’s memory pots by Carol Foster, Joan Prague, Vonnie Hughes, Ann Mercer, Heather Penny Barratt, 

Michelle Savoye, Janine Grose and Sandra Black. 
 
Through Cooper’s Animal Health Awards, associated with Pacific Festival, we have 
acquired pots by Elizabeth Tillack, Danny Moorwood and Lindsay Hamilton. 
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Paig Hopkins, foundation vice-president, president and subsequently patron 
of the NQPA is remembered with a Fe Verdugo de Pinochi pot reflecting her 
interest in ethnic and South American pottery, and also two other pots 
purchased from exhibitions at the NQPA’s gallery of Anet Martin and 
Connie Hoedt. 
 
Pots by Carol and Arthur Rosser, Sandra Black, Simone Fraser, Marc Sauvage and Lindsay Hamilton were purchased 
for the exhibition collection by the NQPA from pottery competitions held in conjunction with Pacific Festivals in 
Townsville. 
 
 A prestigious national invitational ceramics exhibition in North Queensland was the Caltex North Queensland 
Awards.  Exhibition pots by Gary Bish, Anne Mercer and Gwyn Hanssen Pigott were purchased by the NQPA from 
this source. 
 
The exhibition collection is strengthened by donations from other important Australian potters.  One of the first of 
Australia’s foremost potters to support the NQPA, Peter Rushforth, sent a woodfired blue blossom jar when he 
learned of the creation of the collection.  Connie Hoedt, a local potter of international repute, who is one of the 
foundation members of the NQPA and the author of a book on pottery for beginners and children, has donated one 
of her sculptures, a Microcosm. 
 
Judges of competitions have also made their contributions.  Bill Samuels came to Townsville to judge the Pacific 
Festival Pottery competition and gave a seminar on throwing, distorting and raw glazing pots.  He left a canister and 
a cup for the exhibition collection.  After her raku school, Joan Campbell from Perth presented the NQPA with one 
of her raku bowls.  Another Pacific Festival judge and tutor, Len Castle from New Zealand, is remembered with a 
vase and an oil lamp, products of his handbuilding school.  Margarite Schott, a visitor from Germany, shared her 
interest in the colours in glazes obtainable from electric kilns. She has made two visits to Townsville giving a seminar 
on each occasion.  Peter Brown gave two seminars which ranged from building and firing both gas and wood-fired 
kilns to different potting techniques and use of the Segar formula.  His work is represented by an iron and dolomite 
glazed canister.  Greg Daly, another highly respected Australian potter has judged and held seminars on many 
occasions and is represented in the collection by four plates of various size and technique. 
 
A reference collection has been built up from pieces left by tutors at NQPA seminars.  Ivan Englund, who tutored on 
two occasions on throwing and glazing techniques, including the Segar formula and the use of local materials for 
rock glazes left a pot.  A Sydney College of Arts lecturer, Mitsou Shoji, who demonstrated spraying and fixing raw 
clay on to Masonite and firing it with a blow torch, as well as asymmetrical throwing and calligraphy, has two 
examples of his style in the reference collection, a clay painting and a large bottle. 
 
Hiroe Swen’s skill, imagination and attention to the finish of her pots is exhibited in a handbuilt flat bisque vase.  
Michael Keighery is represented by slumped glass and silk screening.  The reference collection also includes donated 
pots by Patricia Englund, Bruce Nuske, Catherine Bennett, Carl McConnell, John Calver and Jan Twyerold, and one 
originally acquired from the Leach Pottery at St. Ives in Cornwall, two Japanese bowls and one pot probably from 
Papua New Guinea. 
 

In 1986 the NQPA extended their original premises to include a gallery and over the years 
we have had some wonderful exhibitions and acquired pots by Connie Richards, 
Christopher Harris, Edward Demura (these last three from Yarrabah Aboriginal Reserve 
who were represented in the “Out of the North” touring exhibition – November 1989 till 
February 1992), Hassan el Kerbolty and Rick Wood.  We also acquired a pot by New 
Zealand potter Royce McGlashen from an exhibition at the QPA in Brisbane.  We also have 
a pot in the collection made by Allan Lowe in 1972, which was donated in 1992 by Madeline 
Carlson. 
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The pots in the NQPA’s exhibition and reference collections display a broad cross-section of potters, clays, methods 
of manufacture, glazes and firing techniques.  It is an interesting and important collection, and is the basis of a 
resource collection for the region.  The North is isolated from the Queensland Art Gallery’s collection and the 
northern potters should have the opportunity to keep abreast of ceramic art development and trends in Australia. 
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Everyone please sign in the DIARY 

when you are in the NQPA studio! 

This is essential for both NQPA insurance and your insurance coverage.  Please 
sign your name in the diary to indicate that you are on the premises; it is 
extremely important for Workplace Health & Safety in the case of a fire to have 
a record of attendance.  Thank-you for your cooperation! 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please note when you use Flowers St and pay hire fees or buy clay it is necessary to have 

the correct change as we do not always have much available. This is especially for people 

who use the studio out of hours… 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

PLEASE NOTE THE STUDIO IS CLOSED IN THE EVENT OF CYCLONE OR STORM WARNING 

WHEN PUBLIC BUILDINGS ARE CLOSED. NO STUDIO ACCESS OR KILN FIRING DURING 
SUCH EVENTS. 
………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

 

PPOOTTTTEERRYY  LLEESSSSOONNSS  wwiitthh  EEDDWWAARRDD!!  
Come and learn and have FUN 

with clay! 

Lesson Times: Wednesday: 6 - 9 pm 

   Saturday: 2 - 5 pm 

Cost:    $25 per class (3 hours!) + materials / firings 

Where:    Nth Qld Potters Assoc. Studio  

15 Flowers Street, Railway Estate 

**Contact Edward on 0407 628 307 or edwardobrien66@gmail.com 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

POTTERY CLASSES 

with Stella 
When:  Tuesday 6pm to 8pm or Wednesday 10am to 12pm 
Where:  North Qld Potter Assoc. Studio 15 Flowers Street 
Railway Estate. 
Price: Four week course $100.00 (materials extra). 
For more information phone Stella on 4771 2019. Mob: 0499 077 
510. 
E-mail: stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com  
Facebook: Stella’s Creative Pottery Classes 
 

 

mailto:edwardobrien66@gmail.com
mailto:stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com
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Quick Guide to Pottery Classes: 

Edward O’Brien:  0407 628 307 Wed 6-9pm, & Sat 2-5pm 
       edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
 www.edwardobrienpottery.weebly.com 
 www.facebook.com/EdwardOBrienPottery 
        
Stella Thompson-Wheway:   Tuesday 6pm-8 pm & Wednesday 10am-12pm 

    4771 2019 / 0499 077 510  
                       Stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com  
      
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to contribute anything to the newsletter, please email the details to me at 
jodiannepattinson@gmail.com 

  Jodi 
 

mailto:edwardobrien66@gmail.com
http://www.edwardobrienpottery.weebly.com/
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