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ABN:  73 105 384 899 

        Patron: Jenny Lane 

NN  ee  ww  ss  ll  ee  tt  tt  ee  rr    
   October  2014  
 

Mailing address:       PO Box 5033 Townsville Qld 4810  
Studio/Workshop:  15 Flowers Street Railway Estate Ph: (07) 4772 3458 
Web  address:           http://nqpotters.com 

Email:                       nqpotters@gmail.com   
………………………………              ……………………………………. 

A few words from Wendy – NQPA President 
Thank you to members who attended the AGM and for those who have 

taken on roles within the new committee.  We are looking for a keeper of 

the kilns, but in the meantime thank you to Nick who has fixed the door 

on kiln C, which is now up and running again.  Thank you also to Fiona 

who gave a brief slide show and talked about POTober 2014 which she 

recently attended in Perth – a thriving pottery community over there which 

was good to hear about. 

……………………………………………………………………………… 

President’s Report AGM 2014 
We’ve had a quieter year this year, possibly as a reaction 
to all the events we organised in 2013. 
 
We’ve had no workshops but been busy with 6 classes a week 
with Edward & Stella’s adult classes, Fiona and Sally’s 
mosaic classes, Fiona’s members’ group and the addition of 
Mary’s childrens’ class.   
 
Classes and the association have been promoted by members 
being involved in a Mothers’ Day/Open Studio sale in May, 
National Ceramics Open day in August and 
more recently the Open Studio Under the 
Tamarind Trees a few weekends ago. 
I’d like to thank all members who 
participated, and cleaned up before these 
events, and to Fiona, Catherine, Margaret 
& Stella who attended the busy JCU lunch 
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time expo, taking wheels and clay out to JCU for students to have a go.  Promoting NQPA 
is an on-going process and I thank you all for participating. 
 
We had the extension to the concrete slab built and I thank Fiona, Fay Morris and Trevor 
for getting inspired and building the soda kiln over the Easter weekend.  Using new K28 
bricks works well and so far 3 soda firings have produced interesting results.  The kiln 
is a good size, well designed and easy for a couple of people to fire.   Edward 
completely replaced the roofing above the outside kilns and I thank him for a great job 

in protecting all the gas kilns and soda kiln. 
 
The mosaic group finished the outside wall by tiling around the side 
door – which all looks great with the garden starting to grow – thanks 
to a simple watering system.  
 
I’m pleased to report that the Townsville Ceramic Awards will continue 
with Shane Fitzgerald, Manager of Gallery Services, offering to take 
over the Awards when I told him we could no longer run the competition 

due to lack of helpers and the cost we always incur.  It has been rescheduled to March 
2016 and we will give whatever assistance is needed. 
 
After a fair bit of work by committee members the library appears to be semi-self-
sufficient, without a librarian, and continues to grow with recent journals and books 
purchased this year. I’d also like to thank Helios for his on-going work in cataloguing 
the reference section.   The sale of chemicals continues and thanks to Sharon for all her 
organising in setting this up, and for Fiona who took over sales in July.  
 
I’d like to thank Jodi for her lively newsletters, Dick for his ordering and keeping a 
check on the clay, Edward for a huge amount of work as keeper of the kilns.  Jeff as 
treasurer, Catherine and Margaret, who has been so efficient with her monthly minutes, 
Fiona for her work in schools and the community and Sharon who has done a huge amount of 
work in the studio over the past few years making and keeping us all accountable.   
 
A final thank you to all members of the committee and now all positions will become 
vacant and I welcome in a new committee. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Treasurer’s Report 2013/14 - AGM 
On presentation of this year’s income and expenditure I would like to thank 

our president Wendy and the committee, also the class teachers for their endless 

efforts during the year. 

The year didn’t pan out to my expectations with an overall loss of $328.  

There were plenty of plusses with the increase of clay sales, class commissions, 

firing which relates to us being a community service.  As far as the expenditure 

goes we managed to keep it tight with the exception of electricity and gas, an increase of approximately 60%, 

which was offset by increases in firing charges.  There was also depreciation in equipment. 

I would like you to accept the audit report on my behalf and thank you. 

Jeff Tillack - Treasurer 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

North Queensland Potters Association Inc 

Annual General Meeting 4pm 15
th
 October 2014 

Present:  Wendy Bainbridge, Fiona Banner, Jeffrey Tillack, Edward O’Brien, Stella Thompson-Wheway, Jenny 

Lane, Catherine Ogden, Irene Rae, Elizabeth Tillack and Margaret Crawford. 
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Apologies: Anne Cole, Rochelle Cardinal, Sian Rowe, Dick Pine, Trevor Nicholson, Warren Ogden, Sharon 

Jewell, Fay Morris and Mary Parkes. 

President moved that the previous AGM Minutes dated 16 October 2013 be taken as read, seconded Fiona 

Banner. 

 

Reports: 

President’s Report read and moved by Wendy Bainbridge, seconded Jeff Tillack. 

Treasurers and Auditor’s Report read and moved by Jeff Tillack, seconded Catherine 

Ogden. 

 

President declared all positions vacant.  Jenny Lane chaired the meeting and called for 

nominations. 

 

The 2014/2015 positions were filled as follows: 

President:     Wendy Bainbridge              nominated Fiona Banner, seconded Elizabeth Tillack - Carried 

Vice President:    Fiona Banner    nominated Stella Thompson-Wheway,  seconded Irene Rae - Carried 

Treasurer:  Jeff Tillack  nominated Wendy Bainbridge ,seconded Stella Thompson-Wheway – Carried 

Asst Treasurer:  Catherine Ogden nominated Wendy Bainbridge,  seconded Fiona Banner - Carried 

Secretary:  Rochelle Cardinal nominated Wendy Bainbridge  seconded Fiona Banner  -  Carried 

Asst Secretary: Margaret Crawford nominated Stella Thompson-Wheway, seconded Jeff Tillack- Carried 

Librarian:  Catherine Ogden nominated Wendy Bainbridge,  seconded Irene Rae – Carried 

Newsletter:  Jodi Pattinson nominated Wendy Bainbridge,  seconded Jeff Tillack – Carried 

Clay Supplies:  Dick Pine                    nominated Wendy Bainbridge, seconded Catherine Ogden – Carried 

Historian:  Hillary O’Leary     nominated Wendy Bainbridge, seconded Stella Thompson-Wheway - Carried 

Permanent Collection:  Irene Rae        nominated Wendy Bainbridge, seconded Catherine Ogden – Carried 

Kiln Keeper:  (unfilled) 

Seminars/Workshops:  (unfilled) 

The outgoing committee was thanked and the incoming committee was welcomed. 

 

General Business: 

Auditor for 2015: to remain as Michael Long, moved  JeffTillack, seconded Wendy Bainbridge. 

Signatories on all bank accounts: are Wendy Bainbridge, Fiona Banner, Jeffrey Tillack and Catherine Ogden. 

Patron Acceptance:  Jenny Lane accepted an invitation to be our patron for 2015. 

Next AGM to be held in October 2015.  Meeting closed at 4.30pm. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

MINUTES OF NQPA INC COMMITTEE MEETING held Wednesday 15th October 2014 
 Meeting opened at 3.35pm 
 
Present:  Wendy Bainbridge, Edward O’Brien, Catherine Ogden, Jeff Tillack, Fiona Banner, Stella Thompson-Wheway and 
Margaret Crawford 
Apologies: Sharon Jewell and Dick Pine 
President moved that the minutes of the previous meeting be taken as read, seconded Catherine Ogden.  
Matters arising out of those minutes – Wendy to ring NR Gas re: the copper pipe fitting to the gas bottles by their 
delivery driver. 
 
Correspondence: 
 Inwards: 
NR Gas 22/9 $141.65, The Clay Shed inv 19/9 $1852.01, Audit 13/10 M. Long $550. 
Newsletters: Adelaide (March, July, Sept), Mt Isa (March, July) and Cairns Potters (April, 
Aug). 
Journals: Ceramic  Art & Perception  
Emails: 30/9 Amanda McInnes re:  lease 
Flyers: Sturt Summer Courses 2015 
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Outwards: Nil 
Assist Secretary moved that the correspondence inwards & outwards be accepted, seconded by Wendy Bainbridge. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Balance B/F $12,423.20 – Add deposits $2718.25 – Less withdrawals $6016.79 
Balance as at 30/9/2014 - $9124.66 
Business Saver – Interest $21.01 Balance $9317.46 
Treasurer moved that the balance be accepted as is and the accounts be passed for payment, seconded by Catherine 
Ogden. 
 
Studio Report– Mary’s class has changed to Monday afternoons.  Fiona advised that she was standing in for Mary whilst 
she is away.  Mosaics to now move from Wednesday evenings to Monday evenings.   
 
Kiln Report– Edward reported that he had looked at the door of Kiln A  but was unable to fix and in his opinion needs 
major repairs . 
 
Clay Report – clay had arrived and invoice with Treasurer. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
Eftpos use - Wendy clarified the use of the eftpos machine.  The machine is solely for the use of 
NQPA and not 
for other use due to problems occurring with the  shortage of cash. 
 
Open Studio in October - Suggestion was for just two to be held next year. 
 
Lease/public liability - Wendy advised that when a new lease is signed we will need to increase public liability from 10 to  
20 million. 
 
NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD Friday 21 NOVEMBER, 2014 AT 3.30PM. 
Please send any agenda items to nqpotters@gmail.com prior to meeting.  Meeting closed at 4pm. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Everyone please sign in the DIARY 

when you are in the NQPA studio! 

This is essential for both NQPA insurance and your insurance coverage.  Please 
sign your name in the diary to indicate that you are on the premises; it is 
extremely important for Workplace Health & Safety in the case of a fire to have 
a record of attendance.  Thank-you for your cooperation! 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please note when you use Flowers St and pay hire fees or buy clay it is necessary to have 

the correct change as we do not always have much available. This is especially for people 

who use the studio out of hours… 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

PLEASE NOTE THE STUDIO IS CLOSED IN THE EVENT OF CYCLONE OR STORM WARNING 

WHEN PUBLIC BUILDINGS ARE CLOSED. NO STUDIO ACCESS OR KILN FIRING DURING 
SUCH EVENTS. 
 

mailto:nqpotters@gmail.com
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10 Questions for a  
NQPA member… 
 

Who are the members of NQPA?  To find out, each month a 

NQPA member will be asked to answer 10 questions about 

themselves and their pottery.  Next month, could it be you…? 

 

The member in the spotlight this month is…. 

      

IRENE RAE! 
 
1.      How long have you been a NQPA member?  I have been a member of 

NQPA for about 8 years.   

2.       How many years have you been potting?  I have been potting for about 8 

years as well.  I was lucky enough to be offered a wheel and from there it was 

just a matter of finding a place to take classes. 

3.      Why did you start working with clay?  I liked the tactile feeling of clay 

whether I am making something on the wheel or by hand. 

4.       What kind of forms do you enjoy making the most? Why?  I prefer to 

make domestic ware.  I like the fact that I can use whatever I make whether it be cups, bowls, plates etc. 

5.       Did you have any training / where did you learn?  I was aware of NQPA via a friend who was having 

lessons.  Once I acquired the wheel, I joined the Potters and started classes with Nick Dimitriou. 

6.       Have you got your own workshop / studio?  If so where? Yes I do have my own studio.  I converted my 

double garage and annex and set it up to serve both my pottery and other artistic pursuits. 

7.       Who / what are your influences in ceramics or art or life?  What inspires you?  Greg Daly is one artist that I 

admire.  I have been to one of his workshops where colour has played an important role. Janet DeBoo’s articles 

have also influenced my choice of the surface decoration.  

8.       Do you have a favourite ceramic book / movie that have inspired you?  I have many books on throwing 

that I periodically refer to.  I also watch youtube videos where you can see potters from around the world 

practice the craft. 

9.       What are you looking forward to achieving in your future endeavours with clay?  I like surface decoration 

on pottery.  I would like to explore painted and drawn images on the surface using underglazes and oxides. 

10.     Tell us one thing about yourself that other NQPA members wouldn’t know.  (Irene didn’t answer this 

question, so we’ll never know… Jodi). 
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PPOOTTTTEERRYY  LLEESSSSOONNSS  wwiitthh  EEDDWWAARRDD!!  
Come and learn and have FUN 

with clay! 

Lesson Times: Wednesday: 6 - 9 pm 

   Saturday: 2 - 5 pm 

Cost:    $25 per class (3 hours!) + materials / firings 

Where:    Nth Qld Potters Assoc. Studio  

15 Flowers Street, Railway Estate 

**Contact Edward on 0407 628 307 or edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

CHILDREN’S   POTTERY   CLASSES 
Mary Parkes is teaching children’s pottery 

classes at NQPA from  
3.30 - 5.30pm on Mondays! 

Cost is $20 per class + materials. 
For more information call Mary on 0411 109 937 

or mjprks@gmail.com 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

POTTERY CLASSES with Stella 
When: Wednesday from 10am to 12pm 
Where:  North Qld Potter Assoc. Studio 15 Flower Street Railway 
Estate. 
Price: $ 20.00 per session (not including materials). 
For more information phone Stella on 4771 2019. Mob: 0499 077 510. 
E-mail: stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com  
Facebook: Stella’s Creative Pottery Classes 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                       Mosaic classes 

Beginners classes: Mondays 6.30pm to 9pm & Wednesdays 9am to 11.30am for 3 sessions to 

get you started on your first tile and teach you techniques of cutting, design and finishing with 

grout.....Start anytime $70 for 3 sessions includes all materials. 
Weekly Mosaic classes:  Mondays 6.30pm to 9pm & Wednesdays 9am to 11.30am.  You may have 
done some mosaics before and want a place to come and work on new projects and meet like-

minded people. Bring ideas and any materials, tiles, broken crockery or found objects that you 
have always wanted to make into a special creation of your own!  We supply adhesive and grout, 
along with the use of tools.....We will have tiles and bits and pieces for sale.   
Classes 2 1/2 hours $20. Venue: NQ Potters Assoc. Inc. 15 Flowers St Railway Estate Phone: 
4772 3458  
Sally 0422 247 228 or mustangmosaics@hotmail.com  Fiona 0409 096 720 or 
flipastretch@bigpond.com 

mailto:edwardobrien66@gmail.com
mailto:mjprks@gmail.com
mailto:stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com
mailto:mustangmosaics@hotmail.com
mailto:flipastretch@bigpond.com
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Quick Guide to Pottery Classes: 

Edward O’Brien:  0407 628 307     Wed 6-9pm,  Sat 2-5pm 
       edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
 www.edwardobrienpottery.weebly.com 
 www.facebook.com/EdwardOBrienPottery 
Fiona Banner:       0409 096 720         Friday members group & class 9am-12pm Fridays  

                 Mon 6.30-9pm & Wed 9-11.30am (mosaics) 
        flipastretch@bigpond.com 
Sally Burns:        0422 247 228 (after 5pm) Mon 6.30-9pm & Wed 9-11.30am   

     mustangmosaics@hotmail.com 
Stella Thompson-Wheway:      Wednesday 10am-12pm 

    4771 2019 / 0499 077 510  
                       Stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com  
Mary Parkes:     0411  109  937   Childrens’ class  Mon 3.30-5.30pm  
      mjprks@gmail.com      
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
                                                                 

 

If you would like to contribute anything to the newsletter, please email the details to me 

at jodiannepattinson@gmail.com 

  Jodi 
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