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ABN:  73 105 384 899 

        Patron: Jenny Lane 

NN  ee  ww  ss  ll  ee  tt  tt  ee  rr    
   April  2014  
 

Mailing address:       PO Box 5033 Townsville Qld 4810  
Studio/Workshop:  15 Flowers Street Railway Estate Ph: (07) 4772 3458 
Web  address:           http://nqpotters.com 

Email:                       nqldpotters@yahoo.com.au   
………………………………………………………. 
 

Pottery Classes:  
Edward O’Brien:  0407 628 307 

     Wed 6-9pm, Thurs 9am-12pm, Sat 2-5pm 
       edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
 www.edwardobrienpottery.weebly.com 
 www.facebook.com/EdwardOBrienPottery 
Fiona Banner:       0409 096 720           

                 Friday members group 9am-12pm Fridays  
                 Wed 9-11.30am & 6.30-9pm (mosaics) 

        flipastretch@bigpond.com 
Sally Burns:        0422 247 228 (after 5pm) Wed 9-11.30am & 6.30-9pm 

      mustangmosaics@hotmail.com 
Stella Thompson-Wheway:  Tuesdays 6-8pm    Wednesday 10am-12pm 

           4771 2019 / 0499 077 510  
      Stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com  

Mary Parkes:     0411  109  937   Childrens’ class  Tues 3.30-5.30pm  
      mjprks@gmail.com      
……………………………..…………….……….. 
 

Welcome to the April 2014 NQPA Newsletter!  

 

This edition is JAM PACKED!  Enjoy! 

 
Remember if you would like to contribute anything  

to the newsletter please email the details to me at 

jodiannepattinson@gmail.com             Jodi       

President  
Wendy Bainbridge  

Ph: 4771 5044  
wendybainbridge@optusnet.com.au 

 
Vice President  
Sharon Jewell  
Ph: 0412 831 883  
sharon-jewell@hotmail.com  

 

Secretary  
Catherine Ogden 
Ph: 4789 1821 
wcogden@bigpond.com  

 
Assistant Secretary  
Margaret Crawford 
mjcrawford@marg-art.net 

 

Treasurer  
Jeff Tillack  
Ph: 4724 3827  
Mob: 0417 615 815 
etillack@aapt.net.au  

 
Newsletter  

Jodi Pattinson 
Mob: 0428 150 151 
jodiannepattinson@gmail.com 

 
Librarian  
Lindy Collins 
Ph: 4780 5567 
lingabcoll@hotmail.com  

 

Clay Orders  
Dick Pine 
Ph:  4773 4417 
Mob: 0432 956 345 
dspine1@bigpond.com 

 

Ceramic Competition  
Elizabeth Tillack  
Ph: 4773 2982  
etillack@aapt.net.au  

Wendy Bainbridge  
Ph: 4771 5044  
wendybainbridge@optusnet.com.au 

 

Keeper of the Kilns  

Edward O’Brien 
Ph: 0407 628 307 
edwardobrien66@gmail.com 

 
Seminars/Workshops 
Edward O’Brien 
Ph: 0407 628 307 
edwardobrien66@gmail.com 

 

Historian  
Hilary O’Leary  
Ph: 4788 8892 
hjcol@live.com.au 

 
Permanent 
collection/Conservator 

Irene Rae   
Ph: 4723 5016 
irene.rae@bigpond.com  

 

 

 

 

 NQ Potters’ Association Inc.  
                     Newsletter; July 2011  
 
Mailing address PO Box 5033 Townsville Qld 4810 nqldpotters@yahoo.com.au  
Studio/Workshop 15 Flowers Street Railway Estate Ph: (07)4772 3458 

 

 

 

 

Wood Raku Kiln at NQPA 
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SSooddaa  KKiillnn  PPrroojjeecctt  
It was in 2005 that Fay Morris attended on Soda Vapour firing course at ANU 

in Canberra, and decided that she would pursue the dream to have her own soda kiln 

one day in Ingham. Wendy Bainbridge and I attended a forum at the Sunshine Coast 

with Jack Doherty and Gail Nichols in 2007, after which we vowed to build a soda 

firing kiln at the NQ Potters to give members the chance to learn this exciting 

technique. The journey has been slightly longer than we originally planned. Fay now 

has her kiln up and running, with one firing under her belt. It is her determination and 

persistence that has kept Wendy and I on track.  

In 2012 NQ Potters received a Townsville City Council RADF grant to help with 

part of the costs towards the project.  Other finances had to be raised to complete this 

project as the grant was for a fraction of the total costs. Gail Nichols, an internationally 

recognized authority on up to the minute techniques with Soda firing visited 

Townsville. A weekend workshop demonstrating her making techniques for work to 

survive in the soda firing was held at Flowers St with 12 members.  Members 

dismantled the former 30 year woodkiln to make a space for the new kiln and an 

extension of the concrete slab was laid. During this time, TAFE closed its ceramic department and 3 gas kilns were received 

in 2013, which filled the proposed soda kiln spot. Our finances were stretched during this time to pay for the move of 

TAFE equipment and cover electricity and gas upgrades. However as more money was saved we were able to add an 

extension to the slab to make room for the new soda kiln. The final biggest expense was to order K 28 insulating bricks 

from a Melbourne supplier which we received in January 2014.  

 This month Edward has been able to replace our shed roof which was over 25 years old and now all the outdoor 

kilns will stay dry. So Fay insisted that we start moving bricks during the Easter weekend to make a start on the kiln. Trevor, 

Fay and I started positioning a base of 3 layers of recycled wood kiln bricks, with the new K 28 on top for the internal floor. 

We decided to build the kiln with 2 burner ports one front and one back 

using 410mm packing shelves. We have built 9 courses high of K 28 and an 

external layer of recycled soft brick, donated by Len Cook. At this stage we 

have used some shelves for a lid but this is experimental and may need to 

be upgraded later. It is usual practice to design this type of kiln around the 

shelves and hopefully make use of whole bricks as much as possible. We 

tried to do this here and without realizing the whole build went very 

smoothly and on Good Friday evening we had the bulk of it done. Fay and I 

plan to get together this Wednesday to finish the kiln and hopefully do the 

first firing. We will be able to use existing burners and bracing from some 

old shelving.  When we have more information we will run a group firing 

and teach members how to fire using soda. The kiln is designed to be small 

enough for 1 or 2 members to fire easily. I have given a brief outline of this 

project to date and invite members to contact me or Fay if you would like 

to get more involved in some firing this year - Fiona Banner 0409 096 720. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
   

 

 

 

NEW Venco pottery wheel (never used) 

Price: $800.00 ono 

Phone Stella: 47712019 or 0499 077 510. 

 

Internal layer of K 28 bricks 

Completed Soda Kiln 
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Old pottery wheel. 

Good condition. 

$250.00 ono 

Phone Stella: 47712019 or 0499 077 510. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

MOSAICS CLASS UPDATE! 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Members at the markets! 
Look who was spotted at the Drill Hall market on the Easter long weekend… 

 
 
 
 

Jan’s first piece 

Gail with her mosaic sphere 
Sally and Judy working on pot plant holder 

Mary Parkes Dick & Sue Pine 
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……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Tetlow Kiln – 10 amp electric 
Dimensions – 30cm x 33cm x 33cm (internal) 

$500.00 ono 

Venco Pugmill 
100mm extrusion 
$300.00 not neg. 

Call Edward on 0407 628 307 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Raku Firing with Edward’s Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fiona Banner Sally Burns from Mustang Mosaics 

Marion & Edward opening the kiln Marion, Edward, Syd and Lindy 



 

5 

 

 

 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

10 Questions for a  
NQPA member… 
 

Who are the members of NQPA?  To find out, each month a 

NQPA member will be asked to answer 10 questions about 

themselves and their pottery.  Next month, could it be you…? 

 

The member in the spotlight this month is…. 

      

                                                   MARY PARKES!  

 
1.      How long have you been a NQPA member?  My best guess would be 2012 sometime. 

2.       How many years have you been potting?  Nearly 3 years on and off. 

 
3.      Why did you start working with clay?  I was asked to make an 'identity' piece at 

TAFE- I made an egg shaped vessel and formed it on the outside with grooves and tracks 

which perfectly fit the shape of my fingers. I found the making process very liberating- 

wedging and manipulating the clay is a whole body experience. I also found that, even 

after glazing, the clay egg was enjoyed by others who's first instinct was to pick it up and 

run their fingers along the tracks I'd made. The sense of touch is such a personal yet 

unanimous experience which we can all indulge with clay. 

4.       What kind of forms do you enjoy making the most? Why?  

Strange abstract hand built sculptures, and pinch pots. Pinch 

pots because they can be used as the base form for nearly 

anything, but are very beautiful as they are. And the abstract sculptures are a way of 

exploring how things can be put together. Building intuitively like this helps me 

understand how I'm put together too- it is necessary to think in ways that are both 

creative and critical. 

5.       Did you have any training / where did you learn?  A little- I went to TAFE and 

enrolled in sculpture for 6 months. I also did Sharon's glaze class through NQPA. 

Lots of pots!!  Great results everyone!! 
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6.       Have you got your own workshop / studio?  If so where? You can play with clay anywhere! As long as you 

clean up :) 

7.       Who / what are your influences in ceramics or art or life?  What inspires you?  I am inspired by the 

subconscious mind and that which is created by it. In my spare time I like to read up about different cultures as 

art is always one of the key elements. I've been really into making a series of small meditation shrines which 

can be used to hold crystals or burn incense- or really just to give 

thanks for whatever one might be grateful for in life. 

8.       Do you have a favourite ceramic book / movie that have 

inspired you?  I am reading Robert Jordan's 'The Wheel of Time' 

series at the moment which describes some interesting relics- that 

might be my next project. 

9.       What are you looking forward to achieving in your future 

endeavours with clay?  In the near future I have the opportunity to 

travel to Vanuatu and volunteer teaching hand-building in 

exchange for meals and board. My partner and I are saving for a few overseas trips together where we can do 

work like this. 

10.     Tell us one thing about yourself that other NQPA members wouldn’t know.  My favourite tv series is 

'Adventure Time'. Look it up- it's hilarious and brilliant! 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

PPOOTTTTEERRYY  LLEESSSSOONNSS  wwiitthh  EEDDWWAARRDD!!  
Come and learn and have FUN 

with clay! 

Lesson Times: Wednesday: 6 - 9 pm 

   Thursday: 9 am - 12 pm 

   Saturday: 2 - 5 pm 

Cost:    $25 per class (3 hours!) + materials / firings 

Where:    Nth Qld Potters Assoc. Studio  

15 Flowers Street, Railway Estate 

**Contact Edward on 0407 628 307 or edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

CHILDREN’S   POTTERY   CLASSES 
Mary Parkes is teaching children’s pottery 

classes at NQPA from 3.30 - 5.30pm on Tuesdays! 
Cost is $20 per class + materials. 

For more information call Mary on 0411 109 937 
or mjprks@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:edwardobrien66@gmail.com
mailto:mjprks@gmail.com
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POTTERY CLASSES with Stella 
 Pottery classes will provide you with an opportunity to discover and explore 

your creativity in a friendly, relaxed and fun atmosphere.    
 You will learn from an experienced potter the art of hand building techniques 

including pinch pot, coil building, press moulding and slab building techniques. 
You would then progress to the pottery wheel. 

 You will discover what you like creating best and what techniques suit you best 
and can share the fun and excitement with your 
friends and family.  

 Pottery can be very therapeutic as well as fun.    
Evening classes:  Tuesdays from 6-8pm; Day classes: Wednesday from 10am to 12pm 
Classes held: @ North Qld Potter Assoc. Studio 15 Flower Street Railway Estate. 
Price: $ 20.00 per session (not including materials). 
For more information phone Stella on 4771 2019. Mob: 0499 077 510. 
E-mail: stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com Facebook: Stella’s Creative Pottery Classes 

Pottery classes for Mother's groups, Christian groups, office groups, schools and people with 
disabilities can also be negotiated and arranged at your request.                                                           

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Mosaic classes 

 Beginners classes Wednesdays 9am to 11.30am or 6.30pm - 9pm for 3 sessions to get you started on your 

first tile and teach you techniques of cutting, design and finishing with grout.....Start anytime $70 for 3 
sessions includes all materials. 

 Weekly Mosaic classes Wednesdays 9am to 11.30am or 6.30pm - 9pm.  You may have done some mosaics 

before and want a place to come and work on new projects and meet like-minded people. Bring ideas and any 

materials, tiles, broken crockery or found objects that you have always wanted to make into a special 
creation of your own! 

 We supply adhesive and grout, along with the use of tools.....We will have tiles and bits and pieces for sale.   

 Classes 2 1/2 hours $20. 

 Venue: NQ Potters Assoc. Inc. 15 Flowers St Railway Estate Phone: 4772 3458  

Sally 0422 247 228 or mustangmosaics@hotmail.com  Fiona 0409 096 720 or flipastretch@bigpond.com 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please note when you use Flowers St and pay hire fees or buy clay it is necessary to have 
the correct change as we do not always have much available. This is especially for people 
who use the studio out of hours… 
………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

PLEASE NOTE THE STUDIO IS CLOSED IN THE EVENT OF CYCLONE OR STORM WARNING 
WHEN PUBLIC BUILDINGS ARE CLOSED. NO STUDIO ACCESS OR KILN FIRING DURING 

SUCH EVENTS  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

MINUTES OF NQPA INC COMMITTEE MEETING held Wednesday 16th April 2014 
 
President declared meeting open at 4.30pm and welcomed attending members. 
Present:  Wendy Bainbridge, Dick Pine, Stella Thompson-Wheway, Jeff Tillack, Edward O’Brien, Mary Parkes, Catherine 
Ogden, Margaret Crawford. 
Apologies:  Sharon Jewell, Lindy Collins 
Correspondence:  

mailto:stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com
mailto:mustangmosaics@hotmail.com
mailto:flipastretch@bigpond.com
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Incoming:   Clay Shed cones 9 & 10 $65, NR Gas $141.65, PTRG invites, Sensis $22, Telstra $79.95, Ergon $575.54, 
Tradelink (roofing materials) $715.08 
Outgoing:  Australian Ceramic Subs $85, Repairs to kiln $36 
Membership:  Jennifer DeBose (renewal). 
Journals:  Ceramic Monthly Mar 2014, Ceramic Art & Perception #95, Aust Ceramics Vol 53/1 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Balance B/F $6886.15, less withdrawals $2069.69, add deposits 
$2530.50 – Balance $7346.96.  Business Saver $9190.01 (interest $21.41).  o/s amounts 
Clay Shed $1154.40, Tradelink $715.08, NR Gas $141.65.  Treasurer moved that the 
balance be accepted as is and the accounts be passed for payment.  Seconded Edward 
O’Brien. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
Studio Report - Classes are having reasonable attendance numbers. Wendy suggested 
that the "Community news" in the Bulletin was a good way for tutors to canvas new 
students.  
Kiln Report – Kiln B needs repairs.  Repairs needed are new relay, s/steel skin, and 
hinges.  Edward to co-ordinate repairs with Greg (electrician) – expected costs approx. 
$1,000.  Edward advised that flue for Kiln 1 will be installed shortly.  Many thanks to 
Edward for the new roof. 
Clay Report – Clay order of one ton had arrived and clay count accurate.  Next order 
probably in two month’s time for maybe 2 tons. 
Library Report – Wendy thanked Catherine and Margaret for their help with the 
covering and tidied up of the books. 
Mothers’ Day Sale Sunday 4th May  – A reminder to members about the clean up day 
on Friday 2nd May.  Help needed.  Sharon and Catherine had been canvassing members to help on the day.  Margaret 
organising the advertising.  It was agreed to donate ( to the raffle)  one free NQ Potters membership subscription for 
2014/15. 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 4.30pm 21st MAY.  Please send any agenda items to nqldpotters@yahoo.com.au before the 
meeting. 
Meeting closed 5.05pm. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Edward on the roof – Thanks Edward! (& 

it only cost 3 stitches!) 

mailto:nqldpotters@yahoo.com.au

