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ABN:  73 105 384 899 

      Patron: Jenny Lane 

NN  ee  ww  ss  ll  ee  tt  tt  ee  rr    
  June 2013  
 

Mailing address:       PO Box 5033 Townsville Qld 4810  
Studio/Workshop:  15 Flowers Street Railway Estate Ph: (07) 4772 3458 
Web  address:           http://nqpotters.com 

Email:                       nqldpotters@yahoo.com.au   
…………………………………………………… 
 

Pottery Classes:  
 
Edward O’Brien:  0407 628 307 

      Wed 6-9pm, Thurs 9am-12pm, Sat 2-5pm 
       edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
 www.edwardobrienpottery.weebly.com 
 www.facebook.com/EdwardOBrienPottery 
Fiona Banner:       0409 096 720           

                 Sat  9-12pm  
                 Wed 9-11.30am & 6.30-9pm (mosaics) 

        flipastretch@bigpond.com 
Sally Burns:        0422 247 228 (after 5pm) Wed 9-11.30am &  6.30-9pm 

      mustangmosaics@hotmail.com 
Stella Thompson-Wheway:    Thurs 5.30-8.30pm   

           4771 2019 / 0499 077 510  
      Stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com  

. …………………………..…………….…………………………………. 
 

Welcome to the June 2013 NQPA Newsletter!   

 

NQPA MEMBERSHIP IS DUE!!!!!!  See attached form. 

Moving house (finally!) so gotta run… 
 

Remember if you would like to contribute anything to the newsletter please email 

the details to me at jodiannepattinson@gmail.com                   

                      Jodi 

       

President  
Wendy Bainbridge  

Ph: 4771 5044  
wendybainbridge@optusnet.com.au 

 
Vice President  
Sharon Jewell  
Ph: 0412 831 883  
sharon-jewell@hotmail.com  

 
Secretary  

Fiona Banner  
Ph: 0409 096 720 
flipastretch@bigpond.com  

 
Assistant Secretary  
Catherine Ogden 

Ph: 4789 1821 
wcogden@bigpond.com  

 

Membership Secretary  
Irene Rae   
Ph: 4723 5016 
irene.rae@bigpond.com  

 
Treasurer  

Jeff Tillack  
Ph: 4724 3827  
Mob: 0417 615 815 
etillack@aapt.net.au  

 
Assistant Treasurer  
Fiona Banner  

Ph: 0409 096 720 
flipastretch@bigpond.com  

 
Newsletter  
Jodi Pattinson 
Mob: 0428 150 151 
jodiannepattinson@gmail.com 

 
Librarian  

Wendy Allen 
Ph: 4771 3768 
 
Clay Orders  

Dick Pine 
Ph:  4773 4417 
Mob: 0432 956 345 
dspine1@bigpond.com 

 

Ceramic Competition  
Elizabeth Tillack  

Ph: 4773 2982  
etillack@aapt.net.au  

Wendy Bainbridge  
Ph: 4771 5044  
wendybainbridge@optusnet.com.au 

 
Keeper of the Kilns  
Edward O’Brien 
Ph: 0407 628 307 
edwardobrien66@gmail.com 

 

Historian  
Hilary O’Leary  
Ph: 4788 8892 
hjcol@live.com.au 

 
Permanent collection  
Irene Rae   

Ph: 4723 5016 
irene.rae@bigpond.com  
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A few words from Wendy – NQPA President 
 

Hello everyone!  NQPA memberships are now due!  Please get your membership 
renewals in asap – attached is the membership form to be completed and returned. 
 
Congratulations to all who displayed their work in Flinders Street West on Sunday as 
part of ‘Celebrate Townsville!’  The next one is this Sunday 23rd June, which will be in 
Flinders Mall opposite Mary Who? Bookshop.  
 
 
Fiona being interviewed by Channel 7 for ‘Celebrate Townsville!’ 

................................................................................................................................................................. 

Warren Ogden’s latest firing!  Congratulations!  

Beautiful work! So when’s the exhibition…? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

*2 venco wheels – ½ hp 

*Slab roller 

*2 large electric kilns – 3 phase 

Phone John Boyle 4775 5725 
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**REDUCED PRICE**  

 Small electric kiln (20 amp) $150.00 ono 

Kiln can be viewed at Flowers Street studio opposite  

ceramic collection glass display cases.  

 

 Small electric wheel $150.oo (checked by electrician). 

 Small electric wheel $100.00 (as is no return) $100.oo. 

Wheels can be viewed at Flowers Street studio. 

Please contact Sharon on mobile 0412 831 883 for any further 

information required 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

GLAZE TECHNOLOGY & FIRING CLASSES 

 

TEACHER - SHARON JEWELL will be starting her Glaze Technology Classes on Wednesday 10th July 

2013 at 9.30am, Flowers Street Studio.  Cost is $25 per class plus materials & firing costs. 
 
This course is a module developed at the Australian National University (Ceramic Department) by leading 
Australian potters and authors Janet De Boos, Greg Daly, Patsy Hely & Dr. Gail Nichols for 
their external and graduate students.  
 
The course itself is precise but at the same time very practical, allowing room for modification to include 
any extra material I think necessary for a well grounded coverage of the subject. 
I will be teaching at a self-paced rate of speed, which will enable each student to proceed at their own 
knowledge level and time commitments, thus enabling me to cater for each students background and 
understanding of chemicals, glazing & firing.  Kiln Packing & Firing will also be incorporated into the 
course, enabling students to participate in firing the NQPA Kilns, and counting towards a Kiln Firing 
Accreditation, which is a requirement for using any NQPA kilns. 
It is not necessary to have previous experience in glaze formulation or chemistry as the module is 
designed to foster a developing knowledge by practical methods, just a desire to learn and have fun while 
experimenting. 
To enrol or for any further information please ring Sharon on 0412 831 883. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

Pottery classes with Stella 
Time:   Thursday: 5.30 – 8.30pm  
Cost:     $25 per class + materials / firings 
Where:    Nth Qld Potters Assoc. Studio 
   15 Flowers Street, Railway Estate 
Contact:             Stella on 4771 2019 / 0499 077 510 / Stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:Stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com
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10 Questions for a  
NQPA member… 
 

Who are the members of NQPA?  To find out, each month a 

NQPA member will be asked to answer 10 questions about 

themselves and their pottery.  Next month, could it be you…? 

 

The member in the spotlight this month is…. 

    

  

                                                                 

LINDY COLLINS!  

 
1.      How long have you been a NQPA member?  I have been a member for a couple 

of years, however by association my mother Syd Collins had been a member of about 

twenty years so I knew about goings on. 

 

2.       How many years have you been potting?  I started potting with Edward O’Brien at 

NQPA three years ago to learn how to throw as I am an art teacher and didn’t know 

how to throw. I found some wheels at school and thought it was a pity no one used 

them. I became an instant potting tragic. 

 

3.      Why did you start working with clay?  I love making things and I am fairly practical 

so the combination of making useful objects that are aesthetically pleasing really 

appeals to me. 

 

4.       What kind of forms do you enjoy making the most? Why?  I like making bowls – the finer and more delicate the better. 

I am in constant practice to make finer and more beautiful shapes. 

 

5.       Did you have any training / where did you learn?  I learned pottery with Edward who is a wonderful teacher, however I 

have a Diploma of Fine Arts from the Queensland College of Art (1980) a Bachelor of Visual Arts and a graduate dip. of 

Teaching. I have taught art for thirty years and have been a practising artist, as a printmaker and painter. 

 

6.       Have you got your own workshop / studio?  If so where? I have a fabulous studio at home on a bush block at Alligator 

Creek. 

 

7.       Who / what are your influences in ceramics or art or life?  What inspires you?  Nature and people inspire me. I find 

pleasure in the shapes of leaves and the smiles of people. I do portraiture because faces are the books of people’s lives. 

 

8.       Do you have a favourite ceramic book / 

movie that have inspired you?  Ghost - Pottery 

can be extremely sexy. 

 

9.       What are you looking forward to achieving 

in your future endeavours with clay?  I would like 
to continue to perfect my throwing technique.  

After three years I am only just starting to “get it” - 

the muscle brain thing that happens when you 

understand the Zen of clay letting you shape it. 

 

10.     Tell us one thing about yourself that other 

NQPA members wouldn’t know.  I love growing 

African Violets and crocheting like my gran did. 
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Mosaic classes 
 Beginners classes Wednesdays 9am to 11.30am or 6.30pm - 

9pm for 3 sessions to get you started on your first tile and 

teach you techniques of cutting, design and finishing with grout.....Start 

anytime $70 for 3 sessions includes all materials. 

 Weekly Mosaic classes Wednesdays 9am to 11.30am or 6.30pm - 9pm.  You may have done some 

mosaics before and want a place to come and work on new projects and meet like-minded people. 

Bring ideas and any materials, tiles, broken crockery or found objects that you have always 

wanted to make into a special creation of your own! 

We supply adhesive and grout, along with the use of tools.....We will have tiles 

and bits and pieces for sale. Classes 2 1/2 hours $20. 

 Venue: NQ Potters Assoc. Inc. 15 Flowers St Railway Estate  

 Phone: 4772 3458  

So if you know anyone who would like to join in the colourful mosaic fun they would be more than 

welcome...Sally and Fiona 

Sally 0422 247 228 or mustangmosaics@hotmail.com 
Fiona 0409 096 720 or flipastretch@bigpond.com 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

PPOOTTTTEERRYY  LLEESSSSOONNSS  wwiitthh  EEDDWWAARRDD!!  

Come and learn and have FUN with clay! 

 

Lesson Times:  Wednesday: 6 - 9 pm 

    Thursday: 9 am - 12 pm 

    Saturday: 2 - 5 pm 

Cost:     $25 per class + materials / firings 

Where:     Nth Qld Potters Assoc. Studio 

    15 Flowers Street, Railway Estate 

**Contact Edward on 0407 628 307 or edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please note when you use Flowers St and pay hire fees or buy clay it is necessary to have 
the correct change as we do not always have much available. This is especially for people 

who use the studio out of hours… 
………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

PLEASE NOTE THE STUDIO IS CLOSED IN THE EVENT OF CYCLONE OR STORM WARNING 

WHEN PUBLIC BUILDINGS ARE CLOSED. NO STUDIO ACCESS OR KILN FIRING DURING 

SUCH EVENTS 

 
 

mailto:mustangmosaics@hotmail.com
mailto:flipastretch@bigpond.com
mailto:edwardobrien66@gmail.com
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MINUTES OF NQPA INC COMMITTEE MEETING held 11th June 2013 
 
President declared meeting open at 4pm and welcomed attending members. 
Present: Wendy Bainbridge, Sharon Jewell, Catherine Ogden, Fiona Banner, Edward O’Brien, Dick Pine, Irene 
Rae, Jeff Tillack and Stella Thompson-Wheway. 
Apologies: Nil 
President moved that the minutes of the previous meeting be taken as read. Seconded: Edward 
 
Correspondence Inward since last meeting: Bank statements, PTRG diversity in clay report, Telstra 
Emails update:  
Newsletters: Mt Isa, Cairns, Adelaide 
Email newsletters: Off the Hump, Burdekin, new members Kayleen, Helios, 
Magazines: Ceramic Monthly June July August issue 
Outgoings:  
Secretary moved that the correspondence inward & outward be accepted. Seconded: Dick 
Treasurer's Report: 

Balance as at 30/9/12 Suncorp Account  $ 7643.93 
Add Deposits      $ 2118.75     
Less Payments     $ 3394.17______             
Balance                $ 6368.51                                                                                             
 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS - Flowers St: 

 

 Fiona posted the Annual return 2011 again to Office of Fair Trading. 
 
2. It was suggested we have a social afternoon to hear about Irene and Fay’s trip to 
China, receive some feedback on Diversity in Clay and to view the videos shown in 
the exhibition.  
 
3. Flowers St – The Flowers St sign has been put back with a new coat of paint and 
signage. Still more painting, gardening and cleaning up, has been going on. Fiona 
and Sally now have a lovely work space for mosaic classes.  
 
4. There is an Open Studio Day Australia wide on the Sat 17

th
 and Sun 18

th
 August 

organised by Australian Ceramic Association. In order to participate we need people 
to be at Flowers St those days to welcome people, help with demos, sales or making 
tea. We will have the gallery set up so please bring in your work. 
 
 

NQPA member Jane playing with clay 
 

5. Fiona moved we hire the flashing sign, owned by Betta Hire at the roundabout to advertise the open day @ $100 
for 3 days. There are 5 screens included and Fiona is prepared to pay half the cost so she can also advertise for the 
open day for her own studio. Passed.  
 
6 Handmade Renegade Market on the 10

th
 of June will advertise for the Open Day. Irene Rae will ask Press North 

to also advertise us, and it would also be good to get into the Townsville Eye. Fiona suggested we invite artists 
within the vicinity to participate on the day. 
 
7. “In touch” (Australian Ceramics Newsletter) listed NQPA as new members. 
 
8. Wendy B proposed we put up some shelving in the clay shed for extra storage where we can keep all wet 
materials. Sharon and Edward will sort out old materials that have been donated or left over from various workshops 
and relocate them to either the materials shed or the clay shed to free up space in the drying room. 
 
9. Stella has been testing all the underglazes (on tiles), stoneware and earthenware glazes (on bowls) so people 
can identify products. Thank you. 
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10. Sally Burns made a donation of red iron oxide. Thank you 
 
11. Fiona proposed to move the gas kilns farther apart for easier access when firing. 
 
12. When paying for firings please write one receipt with full amount. If sharing the cost, amounts need to be 
collected before recording in the diary and shown as one sum. 
 
13.  Wendy B and Fiona have been looking at all in one computers, around $600 with windows 8 and will purchase 
one soon. 
 
14. Fiona has mounted all the Greg Daly glazes tests onto plaster board with instructions for members to access. It 
is an excellent resource. Thank You 
 
15. The new safe has been easy to use. A worthwhile investment. 
 
16. Eftpos machine is working well and people are using it. There is no cash and no refunds. 
 
17. Lindy Collins is calling for expressions of interest for 2 classes next semester. A children’s drawing/painting 
class Sat morn 9.30am - 11.30 am commencing 13

th
 July and an adult’s class, Drawing for the absolutely terrified, 

Wednesday 1.30pm – 3.30pm commencing 10
th
 July. Phone Lindy 0437544375 or 47805567 after 5 o’clock. Email: 

lingabcoll@hotmail.com  
 
18. Celebrate Townsville – We are designated 4 tables near Studio 2 for the Potter’s to sell work on the 16

th
, 22

nd 

June. Edward, Fiona, Catherine, Sally, Lindy and Warren will help man tables on the 16
th
 and Dick on the 23

rd
. 

 
19. Our website is under construction. Please send Suzanne Pilcher any photos to nqldpotters@yahoo.com.au 
 
20. Fiona has negotiated with the sustainable refuse depot (council) about obtaining some old bus shelters 3m x 
3m, as a donation. They would be perfect in the front court yard.   
  
21. During the week of the V8’s the potter’s will be closed due to noise and difficult 
access. 
 
Library 
 
22. Feedback on Diversity in Clay - The council has printed a lovely booklet featuring the 
people involved, a catalogue of the works and the event surrounding the exhibition. 
Wendy is going to have it copied for the library. 
 
23. Congratulations to Catherine Ogden for obtaining her license to fire the electric kilns. 
 
24. Renewal of subscription for Ceramics Technical @ $45 Passed.  
 
25. Edward proposed we purchase the 500 series books. Sharon will look into how many 
books and price them. Fiona sourced a copy of Greg Daly‘s new book “Developing 
Glazes” and ordered one for the potters @ $25. Passed. 
 
     NQPA member Syd 

Meeting times for Flowers St subcommittee will be at 3pm when designated. All members are welcome. Committee 
meetings will be at 4pm every second Tuesday of the month. 
 
TIME FOR NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 3pm Flowers St Meeting. 4pm 9th July 2013. 
Please send any agenda items to nqldpotters@yahoo.com.au before the meeting. 
Meeting closed at 5.30pm. 

 

 


