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ABN:  73 105 384 899 

      Patron: Jenny Lane 

NN  ee  ww  ss  ll  ee  tt  tt  ee  rr    
  May 2013  
 

Mailing address:       PO Box 5033 Townsville Qld 4810  
Studio/Workshop:  15 Flowers Street Railway Estate Ph: (07) 4772 3458 
Web  address:           http://nqpotters.com 

Email:                       nqldpotters@yahoo.com.au   
…………………………………………………………………….………… 
 

Pottery Classes:  
 
Edward O’Brien:  0407 628 307 

      Wed 6-9pm, Thurs 9am-12pm, Sat 2-5pm 
       edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
 www.edwardobrienpottery.weebly.com 
 www.facebook.com/EdwardOBrienPottery 
Fiona Banner:       0409 096 720           

                 Sat  9-12pm  
                 Wed 9-11.30am & 6.30-9pm (mosaics) 

        flipastretch@bigpond.com 
Sally Burns:        0422 247 228 (after 5pm) Wed 9-11.30am &  6.30-9pm 

      mustangmosaics@hotmail.com 
Stella Thompson-Wheway:    Thurs 5.30-8.30pm   

           4771 2019 / 0499 077 510  
      Stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com  

. …………………………..…………….…………………………………. 
 

Welcome to the May 2013 NQPA Newsletter!   

 

Check out what I made at Sally Burns mosaics  

workshop at Pinnacles recently!  Turtle-aly awesome!  

Sally and Fiona are starting some new mosaics classes 

at NQPA…see below for more details.  Fun, fun, fun… 
 

 

Remember if you would like to contribute anything to the newsletter please email 

the details to me at jodiannepattinson@gmail.com                   Jodi 

President  
Wendy Bainbridge  

Ph: 4771 5044  
wendybainbridge@optusnet.com.au 

 
Vice President  
Sharon Jewell  
Ph: 0412 831 883  
sharon-jewell@hotmail.com  

 
Secretary  

Fiona Banner  
Ph: 0409 096 720 
flipastretch@bigpond.com  

 
Assistant Secretary  
Catherine Ogden 

Ph: 4789 1821 
wcogden@bigpond.com  

 

Membership Secretary  
Irene Rae   
Ph: 4723 5016 
irene.rae@bigpond.com  

 
Treasurer  

Jeff Tillack  
Ph: 4724 3827  
Mob: 0417 615 815 
etillack@aapt.net.au  

 
Assistant Treasurer  
Fiona Banner  

Ph: 0409 096 720 
flipastretch@bigpond.com  

 
Newsletter  
Jodi Pattinson 
Mob: 0428 150 151 
jodiannepattinson@gmail.com 

 
Librarian  

Wendy Allen 
Ph: 4771 3768 
 
Clay Orders  

Dick Pine 
Ph:  4773 4417 
Mob: 0432 956 345 
dspine1@bigpond.com 

 

Ceramic Competition  
Elizabeth Tillack  

Ph: 4773 2982  
etillack@aapt.net.au  

Wendy Bainbridge  
Ph: 4771 5044  
wendybainbridge@optusnet.com.au 

 
Keeper of the Kilns  
Edward O’Brien 
Ph: 0407 628 307 
edwardobrien66@gmail.com 

 

Historian  
Hilary O’Leary  
Ph: 4788 8892 
hjcol@live.com.au 

 
Permanent collection  
Irene Rae   

Ph: 4723 5016 
irene.rae@bigpond.com  
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                 The newly painted studio 

                                                                                                           Sylvia, Margaret, Robin, Catherine & Sally 

                                                                                                           making mosaics that will become the border for a    

                                                                                                           new sign on the outside of the studio wall 

................................................................................................................................................................. 

News and Views from Fiona….NQPA Secretary 
 

Mosaic classes are up and running again at different times at Flowers Street Studio.   

 Beginners classes Wednesdays 9am to 11.30am or 6.30pm - 9pm for 3 sessions to get you 

started on your first tile and teach you techniques of cutting, design and finishing with 

grout.....Start anytime $70 for 3 sessions includes all materials. 

 Weekly Mosaic classes Wednesdays 9am to 11.30am or 6.30pm - 9pm.  You may have 

done some mosaics before and want a place to come and work on new projects and meet 

like-minded people. Bring ideas and any materials, tiles, broken crockery or found objects 

that you have always wanted to make into a special creation of your own! 

We supply adhesive and grout, along with the use of tools.....We will have tiles and bits and 

pieces for sale. Classes 2 1/2 hours $20. 

 Venue: NQ Potters Assoc. Inc. 15 Flowers St Railway Estate  

 Phone: 4772 3458  

So if you know anyone who would like to join in the colourful mosaic fun they would be more than 

welcome...Sally and Fiona 

Sally 0422 247 228 or mustangmosaics@hotmail.com 

Fiona 0409 096 720 or flipastretch@bigpond.com 

 

Also, the next tile making fun day will be on the first Wednesday in June. 

 

Celebrate Townsville is an event planned for June in Townsville CBD with market days on 

Sunday 16th and 23rd.  So far I have had interest from Edward, Dick and Stella to be available 

to let people know about NQ Potters and maybe do some demonstrations (also with pottery for 

sale).  If you can volunteer for a few hours on one of these days it would help. Please contact a 

committee member if you are interested for more info...or call Fiona 0409 096 720. 

mailto:mustangmosaics@hotmail.com
mailto:flipastretch@bigpond.com
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Australian Ceramic Association Open Studio Days August 17th and 18th NQ Potters is 

joining in a nationwide OPEN STUDIO day. We will have come and try pottery in the studio as 

well as an opportunity to sell your work. We should have a retail space up and running well 

before August so now is the time to be making some pots and sculptures for show and selling. 

We also need some volunteers to be around the studio on this weekend.... Maybe there is 

someone out there who would like to offer cake and coffee and members could donate some 

mugs to sell the drink in! Any ideas welcome at the next committee meeting. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

For members not as yet qualified to fire the NQPA Kilns: 
The NQPA committee is looking at a firing system to enable member’s pots to be fired regularly.  Shelving 
Space is being made available in the KILN ROOM for a designated biscuit firing & glaze firing area. 
 
To use the system each piece must have a note under the pot with – 

 Your Name  
 What type of firing the piece requires (eg bisq, earthenware, stoneware etc) 
 The Weight of the Pot 
 The receipt number (Payment must be made before placing in Kiln Room)  

 
Cost of firing – 
$4.00 per Kilo for Biscuit firing 
 $5.00 per Kilo for Glaze firing 
 

IF THERE ARE ANY QUERIES PLEASE CONTACT THE KEEPER OF THE KILNS 
EDWARD O’BRIEN - MOB. 0407 628 307 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

NQ Potters members will be interested in this short message from Jeff Mincham via facebook 

Clay Push Gulgong 

You may have heard that Jeff Mincham's home in Cherryville, SA, was threatened by fire last week, just after his 

return from Clay Push Gulgong. He was heard on ABC radio and TV news radio talking about the threat and we 

were concerned. Here is his response to my email on the weekend checking all was OK ...  

“Great to hear from you ! WE SURVIVED ! A little crisp around the edges, but 

intact, I put the glaze recipes inside the kiln and sealed the door ! Sort of reverse logic !! 
Thanks for the message Vicki, Cheers, Jeff.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new baby in Gulgong! Congratulations to all! 
Fiona Ping An Wang arrived safe and sound at 
Mudgee District Hospital on Tuesday, May 14, 

2013, at 8.22am. She weighed 2.546kg (5lb 
9.8oz) and measured 48cm in length. Fiona is 

the first child of parents Weijun and Peng Yue. 
 

WEijun and Peng Yue came to Townsville  

last November with Janet Mansfield.  

 

FREE!!! 

Ceramic 

moulds and 

shelving to 

give away. 

phone Janell 

0437 542 113 

 

https://www.facebook.com/claypush.gulgong?hc_location=stream
https://www.facebook.com/claypush.gulgong?directed_target_id=0
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10 Questions for a  
NQPA member… 
 

Who are the members of NQPA?  To find out, each month a 

NQPA member will be asked to answer 10 questions about 

themselves and their pottery.  Next month, could it be you…? 

 

The member in the spotlight this month is…. 

      

                                                                 FIONA BANNER!  

 
1.      How long have you been a NQPA member?  Since 1996. 

 
2.       How many years have you been potting?  I played with clay in the  

backyard as a kid in Melbourne and somehow put it on my record player turntable, It did not become a pot 

but I have played with clay ever since.. 

 
3.      Why did you start working with clay?  I love the texture of different clays and the way we form and fire it to 

create useful and decorative artwork from mud that will be here for a long time! 

4.       What kind of forms do you enjoy making the most? Why?  I like to work with different clays, groggy clay 

for handbuilding and sculpture and fine white midfire clays for functional colourful domestic wares. My house is 

full of my pottery we use everyday.   

5.       Did you have any training / where did you learn?  I did art through high school and went on to do a BA 

Arts degree majoring in Ceramics at Wolverhampton UK in 1981. 

6.       Have you got your own workshop / studio?  If so where? Yes I have the best studio I have ever had, built 

under our 1926 Queenslander home so I can work anytime in Hermit Park.  

7.       Who / what are your influences in ceramics or art or life?  What inspires you?  I like Paul Soldner (making 

pots with his feet) and Alison Britton (large slab pots) in the 80s and 90s, then Greg Daly (fantastic throwing and 

glazes) and Deborah Halpern (sculpture).  I enjoy meeting and workshopping with artists in Townsville as 

everyone has ideas to share. 

8.       Do you have a favourite ceramic book / movie that have inspired you?  My favourite Ceramics book is 

John Gibson Surface Decoration.  It is the first book I bought in Australia from a big bookshop in Sydney. I still 

have it along with too many others.  

9.       What are you looking forward to achieving in your future endeavours with clay?  This year with the closure 

of Studio 2 I have started going to the artist markets, so 

making my stall interesting is a challenge. I am also trying to 

set up a gallery space at Flowers St Studio along with other 

NQ Potters members. We are also building a soda kiln to 

learn about soda firing. 

10.     Tell us one thing about yourself that other NQPA 
members wouldn’t know.  My favourite book in the Flowers St 

library is called Finding One’s Way with Clay by Berensohn. 

Hope you enjoy it too…. 
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Student’s from 

Edward’s 

Thursday 

morning 

pottery class… 
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PPOOTTTTEERRYY  LLEESSSSOONNSS  wwiitthh  EEDDWWAARRDD!!  

Come and learn and have FUN with clay! 

 

Lesson Times:  Wednesday: 6 - 9 pm 

    Thursday: 9 am - 12 pm 

    Saturday: 2 - 5 pm 

Cost:     $25 per class + materials / firings 

Where:     Nth Qld Potters Assoc. Studio 

    15 Flowers Street, Railway Estate 

**Contact Edward on 0407 628 307 or edwardobrien66@gmail.com 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

FOR SALE 

SMALL ELECTRIC KILN (20 AMP) $250.00 
KILN CAN BE VIEWED AT FLOWERS STREET STUDIO, 

OPPOSITE CERAMIC COLLECTION GLASS DISPLAY CASES. 
PLEASE CONTACT SHARON ON MOB 0412 831 883 FOR ANY 

FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Pottery classes with Stella 
Time:   Thursday: 5.30 – 8.30pm  
Cost:     $25 per class + materials / firings 
Where:    Nth Qld Potters Assoc. Studio 
   15 Flowers Street, Railway Estate 
Contact:             Stella on 4771 2019 / 0499 077 510 / Stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  

Please note when you use Flowers St and pay hire fees or buy clay it is necessary to have 

the correct change as we do not always have much available. This is especially for people 

who use the studio out of hours… 

………………………………………………………………………………….…………..……………………… 

PLEASE NOTE THE STUDIO IS CLOSED IN THE EVENT OF CYCLONE OR STORM WARNING 

WHEN PUBLIC BUILDINGS ARE CLOSED. NO STUDIO ACCESS OR KILN FIRING DURING 

SUCH EVENTS 

 
 

mailto:edwardobrien66@gmail.com
mailto:Stella.thompson-wheway@hotmail.com
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MINUTES OF NQPA INC COMMITTEE MEETING held 14th May 2013 
President declared meeting open at 4pm and welcomed attending members. 
Present: Wendy Bainbridge, Sharon Jewell, Lindy Collins, Catherine Ogden, Fiona Banner, Edward O’Brien, Dick 

Pine. 
Apologies: Jeff Tillack 
President moved that the minutes of the previous meeting be taken as read. Seconded: Edward 
 
Correspondence Inward since last meeting: Suncoast invitation to Spring Fever, Attorney General Valuation 
Ergon, Telstra, Suncorp and CBA Statements, NRG statement. 
Emails update: Alan Watt and Greg Daly Winter School 
Newsletters: Mt Isa, Cairns Adelaide 
Email newsletters:  
Magazines:  
Outgoings:  
Secretary moved that the correspondence inward & outward be accepted. Seconded: Dick 
Treasurer's Report: 

Balance as at 30/9/12 Suncorp Account  $ 2950.31 
Add Deposits      $ 5011.10      
Less Payments     $_ 317.46 
Balance                $ 7643.95 
Outstanding                                                       $ 2717 
Balance 30/4/13                                                $ 4836.95 
 
The commonwealth bank account was closed holding $577.45 
Fiona moved that the balance be accepted and asked the accounts be passed for payment. Seconded: Dick 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS - Flowers St: 
 

Raw materials room - All basic ingredients are listed with the order book located on the Flowers St desk. Frits are 
now marked on the raw materials list, located with the order book. 
Please leave your phone number so you can be notified when your order is ready. One week is needed for 
processing orders. 
 
2. Clay order has arrived. 
 
3. Flowers St – Still more painting, gardening and cleaning up, thank you to all involved. Fiona is firing the tiles for 
the outside sign, soon to be installed. Mondays and Fridays seem to be days when people can come and help. We 
will also need to arrange Ecofiesta tiles to be delivered at some point from TCC.  
 
4. There is an Open Studio Day Australia wide on the Sat 17

th
 and Sun 18

th
 August organised by Australian Ceramic 

Association. In order to participate we need people to be at Flowers St those days to welcome people, help with 
demos, sales or making tea. We will have the gallery set up so please bring in your work. 
 
5. Lindy Collins is calling for expressions of interest for 2 classes next semester. A children’s drawing/painting class 
Sat morn 9.30am - 11.30 am commencing 13

th
 July and an adult’s class, Drawing for the absolutely terrified, 

Wednesday 1.30pm – 3.30pm commencing 10
th
 July. Phone Lindy 0437544375 or 47805567 after 5 o’clock. Email: 

lingabcoll@hotmail.com  
 
Fiona and Sally want to start more mosaic classes on Wednesdays 9am-11.30am and 6.30pm-9pm. They have 
cleaned up the rear of Flower St to make a second teaching space. For more info contact Fiona or Sally. 
 
6. Kiln C has been bisque and glazed fired to cone 10. It is in good working order and ready to use. Use kiln A 
shelves. Please see Edward regarding programming. 
 
7. Wendy B proposed we put up some shelving in the clay shed for extra storage room. 
 
8. The library is being moved and re-catalogued into alphabetical order. 
 
9. Sharon’s glaze class will be postponed until the end of June, Wednesday mornings. 

mailto:lingabcoll@hotmail.com
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10. Wheels are all sold, we raised $1600. 
 
11. The class roster for 2013 is as follows: 

 Sunday Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

9-12am Closed Sian 
( term 
times 
only) 

Social 
(10am -
1pm) 

Sharon or 
Wendy B 
Mosaics class 
 Fiona and Sally 

Pottery class 
Edward 

Members 
day / class 

Pottery 
class Fiona 

2-5pm Closed     Pottery 
class  
Edward 

5.30-
8.30pm 

    Pottery class  
Stella 

  

6-9pm    Pottery class 
Edward  
Mosaics class 
Fiona and Sally 

   

 
12. To make the job easier for Sharon to calculate takings for firings one receipt should be recorded with the full 
amount. If sharing the cost, amounts need to be collected before recording in the diary and shown as one sum. 
 
13.  It has been proposed to purchase a new computer, passed. Wendy B and Fiona will go shopping soon. Sharon 
met someone from U3A who will teach us the new computer system. 
 
14.  A lot of bats are missing.  Please don’t take them home as they are needed in the studio. 
 
15. A new safe has been installed. Yey !!!!  Thank you Trevor and Fiona 
 
16. Jeff, Wendy and Fiona have signed up for an EFTPOS machine. Cost - $20 a month for the service and 25c 
every debit card usage and 1.25% for credit card usage. There will be no extra charge for transactions. The contract 
is 3 years. 
 
17. Celebrate Townsville - Fiona has requested 4 tables near Studio 2 for the Potter’s to sell work on the 16

th
, 22

nd 

June. Edward will help man tables on the 16
th
 and Dick on the 22

nd. 

 
18. Meeting times for Flowers St subcommittee will be at 3pm when designated. All members are welcome. 
Committee meetings will be at 4pm every second Tuesday of the month. 
 
TIME FOR NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING: 4pm 11th June 2013. 
Please send any agenda items to nqldpotters@yahoo.com.au before the meeting. 
Meeting closed at 5.30pm. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


